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PREFACE. 



The teaching of the Liturgy is now expected to form 
a part of the instruction given in all Church of 
England schools. The only way by which this has 
hitherto been done has been by means of collective 
lessons ; and the result is, that in those schools where 
it is professedly taught the children know very little 
about it, while in a very large number the subject is 
seldom or ever mentioned. This is doubtless owing to 
the want of a suitable Class-book, — a want felt and 
admitted 'by all engaged in teaching. 

The Author hopes that the present work will, in a 
great measure, supply this want, and that by its aid 
and use teachers will be enabled to instruct their 
scholars systematically in the doctrines of the Church. 
Of the importance of this subject as a branch of in- 
struction very little need be said. It must be apparent 
that if the rising generation are expected to become 
sincere, pious, and consistent members of the Church, 
they must be instructed in its doctrines and precepts. 
The work is, for the most part, a compilation of the 
best explanations of the principles and practices of the 
Church from the writings of our most eminent divines. 
These authorities are given when quoted ; it is therefore 
needless to recount them here. The explanations at 
the head of each lesson, and the short biographies at 
the end of the book, will, it is hoped, be found both 
useful and practical. 

Habewood, March 23. 1855. 
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CHAPTER L 

THE king's FBIHEB. 



Archbishop, the chief bishop, the 
high^t dignitary in the English 
Church. 

Both lands : the administering of 
both bread and wine to the laity, in 
contradistinction to the practice of 
the Church of Rome, which only ad- 
ministers one kind, — the bread. 

Chvrcht a number of Christians 
professing the aame creed and go- 
vernment. 

Common Prayer, the prayer of a 
whole congregation or church, in 
behalf of all its members, in common. 

Creed, a confession of Faith, a 



summary of tha Articles of the 
Christian Faith. 

Laity, the people as distinguished 
from the clergy, all people not in 
Holy Orders. 

Latin, the language of the an-> 
dent Romans, so called from the 
LatinSf a people of Latinm, in Italy. 

LUany, see chapter on the Litany. 

Liturgy, literally a public service, 
whether civil or religious. 

Reformation, the purification of re- 
ligion from the corruptions of Popery, 
commenced by llartin Luther, A.D4 
1617. 



Th£ Book of Common Prayer, or Liturgy, as it is called, 
contains the form of prayer adopted and used by the Esta- 
blished Church of this country. It dates its origin from 
the period of the Reformation, — a great religious movement 
which took place in the reign of King Henry the Eighth* 
That proud and haughty monarch threw off the power and 
authority of the Pope, because he refused to grant him a 
divorce from Catherine of Arragon, his first wife. 

Previous to this time the papal authority had prevailed 
in this country for several centuries, gradually increasing, 
from the time when St Augustine landed in Kent, a.d. 596, 
until this reign. This power e:]ctended to temporal matters 
as well a9 spirit^al; but th^ prompt measures which the 
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King took to preserve his own regal authority, prevented 
a repetition of that arrogant conduct which disgraced the 
reign of John. The papal power in this country had re- 
ceived its death-bloW; although it was partially restored for 
a short time in one or two of the subsequent reigns* It 
should be remembered that Henry was a zealous Roman 
Catholic, notwithstanding the important steps he had taken 
to diminish the papal, authority ; and he was by no means 
favourable to the Reformation, although it was brought 
about by his instrumentality. 

The first book of Common Prayer was called the King's 
Primer, and was printed in the English language for the 
use of public worship in the year 1545, in order that the 
people might have ^^a determinate form of praying in 
their own mother-tongue/' 

This book contained the Creed, Lord's Prayer, and Ten 
Commandments, a Litany very similar to the one now in 
use, the " Venite," " Te Deum," some hymns and collects ; to- 
gether with several prayers for private and family devotions. 
The publication of this book was an important step in the 
Reformation, for the prayers of the Romish Church are in 
Latin, a language not spoken in the present day, and con- 
sequently not understood by a very large part of its wor- 
shippers. The custom of praying in a tongue which the 
people do not understand is contrary to the Wcnrd of God ; 
for St. Paul says, ** How shall he that is unlearned say Amen 
if he understandeth not?" 1 Cor. xiv. 9. 16. Kmg 
Henry therefore inflicted a severe blow to the papal 
authority in Britain, by authorising and sanctioning a book 
of prayers in the English language. Li 1547 this king 
died, and the accession of his son, Edward the Sixth, gave 
fresh hopes and encouragement to the advocates of the 
Reformation. Edward was much attached to Archbishop 
Cranmer, one of the greatest of these ^formers ; and it was 
the earnest prayer and desire of this good and holy man, to 
see a complete series of scriptural offices established for the 
public service of the Church. 
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Accordingly, one of the first events of this reign was the 
passing of An Act requiring the Holy Communion to be 
administered in both kinds; for to this day the Romish 
Church refuses to administer the wine to the laity, which is 
not in accordance with Scripture ; for our Blessed Lord, the 
night before His crucifixion^ ministered both bread and wine 
to His disciples, and commanded them to perpetuate it in 
remembrance of Him. Oompare St Luke xxii. 19, 20. 
with 1 Cor. xi. 24, 25. 



CHAP. n. 



THE PRAYER BOOKS OF KING EDWARD THE SIXTH. 



Baptiamy see chap, on Baptism. 

BiAept the next highest dignitary 
to an Archbishop in the Church of 
England; an overseer; a spiritual 
snperintendent, mler, or director. 

Con'oocaHont an assembly of the 
clergy by their representatives, to 
conrak on Church affairs. It used to 
be held during the sitting of parlia- 
ment, and consisted of an nppMer and 
lower house; the former having as 
its members the Archbishops and the 
Bishops; and the latter the repre- 
sentatives of the inferior clergy. In 
former times. Convocation had the 
power of making Canons ; but a great 
deal of this power was abolish^ by 
the statutes of Henry the Eighth, 
Elizabeth, and Charles the Second. 
Since that time Convocation has not 
exercised the same powers as pre- 
viously, and it is now customary to 



prorogue it every year, immediately 
upon its assembling. 

ConfirnuOtWf see chap, on Confir- 
mation. 

Gmmmmmw, an order in writing 
from proper authority, giving to the 
persons named, certam powers for the 
performance of any duty, whether 
civil or ecdesiasticaL 

Decalogue, the ten commandments. 

Extreme Unction^ a Bomish Sacra- 
ment, the anointing of sick persons 
with oil, supposed to represent the 
grace of God poured into the soul. 

ProtestawUy they who protest 
affainst the doctrines of the Church 
of Rome. 

iZe/bmiers, the name given to those 
who carried out the Reformation in 
England. 

Sponaorty see Chiq^. XXXL 



Shortly after the passing of the Act requiring the Holy 
Communion to be administered in both kinds, a commission 
was issued, appointing several Bishops and Divines, with 
Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, and Ridley, Bishop of 
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London, at their head, to compile a complete series of offices 
for the public service of the Church* 

The result of this commission was the publication of the 
first Prayer Book of Edward the Sixth, in the month of 
May, 1549. This book contained the services for Sundays 
and Holydays, Baptism, Confirmation, Matrimony, the Burial 
of the Dead; and the service for the Holy Communion 
(which was published previously) was enlarged and im- 
proved. In the prosecution of this imx>ortant undertaking, 
the commission acted with great prudence and discretion. 

They adopted those formularies which had been long 
established in the country, merely freeing them from errors 
which had crept in during an ignorant and superstitious 
age, and retaining whatever was sanctioned by Holy 
Scripture, and the primitive usage of the Church. Shortly 
after its publication, the Prayer Book was subjected to re- 
vision, in accordance with the wish not only of the King, 
but also of Convocation. The compilers, from the respect 
which they were anxious to show for the tenets in which 
the people had been brought up, had not gone to the root of 
the Romish corruptions ; some of which the book contained, 
and which were now to be expunged. 

In this revision Cranmer was assisted by two eminent 
foreigners, Martyr and Bucer, who were Professors of Di- 
vinity at Oxford and Cambridge respectively. In the year 
1552 the second Prayer Book of Edward the Sixth made its 
appearance, difiering very materially from its predecessor. 
The Morning and Evening Services in the first Prayer 
Book commenced with the Lord's Prayer; this was now 
preceded by the Sentences, Exhortation, General Confes- 
sion, and Absolution. 

The Decalogue was introduced into the Communion Ser- 
vice ; while the prayers for the dead, the office for Extreme 
Unction, and all that implied the bodily presence of Christ 
in the Sacrament, were expunged. The Litany was placed 
where it npw is, next the Morning and Evening Service, 
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and the use of it was enjoined on Sundays, Wednesdays, 
«nd Fridays ; and the occasional prayers for fair weather, 
^•, were added at the end of it. Very shortly after this, 
good king Edward the Sixth died, at the early age of six- 
teen, having reigned only seven years ; during which time 
he had given many proofs of his sincere attachment to the 
English Protestant Church. 'Many memorials remain to 
this day of his devoted piety and unbounded charity, which 
exhibit, in one of such tender years, the remarkable excel- 
lence of the instructions of Cranmer, his sponsor at the 
baptismal font ; of Dr. Richard Cox, his tutor, one of the 
. ablest and most learned of the reformers ; and of Bishop 
Itidley, his pastor and spiritual adviser. The death of this 
good and pious sovereign was a severe loss to the reformers, 
and to the progress of the reformed faith ; for, had it pleased 
God to prolong his reign, there is no doubt but that the 
Frotestant faith would have been firmly established through- 
out the country. 



CHAP. m. 



BEIGNS OF HABT AND ELIZABETH. 



Ahnoner, an officer whose duty it 
is to distribttte charity or alms, 

ChapUdn, one who performs service 
in a chapel ; a clergyman who is re- 
tained to perfbrm divine service in a 
fiimily. 

Festhalf a religious anniversary 
day of joy. 

Trebmdarif, the stiptodiary clergy- 
man of a cathedral; one who enjoys 
a prebend (or maintenance). 



Papacy, the Popedom ; Papal 
authority. 

ProtestaniUmf the religion of Pro- 
testants. 

Sacrament, ** an outward and visi- 
ble sign of an inward and spiritual 
grace, ordained by Christ hhnself." 
The Church of England recognizes 
two Sacramentst Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper. The Church of Rome 
has seven sacraments. 



In the month of July, 1553, Mary succeeded to the crown, 
$hQ was (as you may remember reading in English history) 
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the daughter of Catherine of Arragon, the first of Henry's 
six wives, whom he divorced in order to marry Anne Bo- 
lejn. Mary was a bigoted Boman Catholic, and immediately 
upon her accession she restored the Popish religion and 
suppressed the Liturgy. During her short reign a great 
number of Protestants, including many eminent divines, 
were burnt at the stake for their adherence to the reformed 
faith. Among these were Archbishop Cranmer, Bishops 
Bidley, Latimer, and Hooper, and Bogers, Prebendary of 
St Paul's. 

Li little more than three years, there had perished at the 
stake nearly three hundred individuals, among whom w^e 
five bishops, twenty-one clergymen, eight gentlemen, fifty- 
five women, and four children, all of whom suffered for the 
cause of Protestantism. But it pleased God to remove this 
wicked queen after a short reign of five years and four 
months, and thus to abolish the system of cruelty and blood- 
shed which had been carried on by her luithority. To 
escape these cruelties and tortures, many eminent reformers 
fled to Germany and Switzerland, where an unhappy con- 
test respecting the Liturgy was carried on between them, 
in which Calvin and Knox bore a prominent part, the con- 
sequences of which were severely felt long after this event- 
ful period. 

On the accession of Elizabeth in the year 1568, her first 
care was to restore the Protestant faith ; and a committee 
of divines was immediately appointed to review the second 
Prayer Book of King Edward the Sixth. The Queen had 
been bred up from her iofancy with a hatred of the Papacy 
and a love to the Beformation, and she therefore directed her 
first efforts to the restoration of the reformed religion and 
the enforcement of the use of the Liturgy. The revisal of 
ihe Prajer Book was intrusted to Dr. Bill, the Queen's Al- 
moner, and afterwards Dean of Westminster, Parker, Grin- 
dal. Cox, Pilkington, May, Whitehead, and Sir Thomas 
Smith. The four last-named divines bad been exiles during; 
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the Marian persecution ; Cox and May had been employed 
in preparing the first Prayer Book of Edward the Sixth; 
Parker and Grindal became afterwards, in succession. Arch 
bish<^s of Canterbury ; and Whitehead had formerly been 
chaplain to Anne Boleyn, the second wife of Henry the 
Eighth. 

The result of their labours soon appeared in a revised 
Liturgy } and a bill for enforcing its use» with the alter- 
ations introduced^ came into operation on the festival of 
St John the Baptisl^ a.d. 1559^ under the title of an << Act 
for the Uniformity of Common Prayer and Service in the 
Church, and Administration of the Sacraments." 



CHAP. IV. 



JAMES L THE HAMPTON COUBT COinTEBBKOB. 



Apocryphof literally such things aa 
are not pubtiahed: when the Jews 
published their sacred books, they 
called them canonical and divine; 
sach aa th€y did not publish were 
called apocryphal. There are fonr- 
teen apocryphal books, which ** the 
Chor^ reads for example of life and 
instmction of manners, bat yet doth 
not apply ihem to establish any 
doctrine.^* 

Catechitm^ a form of religious in- 
struction by means of question and 
answer. 

CoUeets, short comprehensive 



pointed by human authority: ex* 
temal forms in religion. The Church 
hath power to ordun ceremonies (see 
Article XX,) which are binding upon 
its members. 

Conference, a meeting for consulta^ 
tion. 

PunioMu, the name by which dis- 
senters were known in the time of 
Elisabeth, James I., and Charles I. 
They were so called becanse they 
affected a high degree of purity in 
their religions worship. 

JUte, a prescribed ordinance, dif- 
fering from a ceremony. Confirma- 
tion is s rite; kneeling while it is 
administered is a ceremony. 

The alterations and additions which were made by these 
prudent and pious men were not many^ With regard to 
the vestments and ornaments used in the celebration of 
divine seryice» it was now ordered, that the minister, '^at 
the time of the Communion," and at all other times in his 
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prayers. 
Varenum^ 



ites, sacred observances ap- 
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ministrations, sliall nse such ornaments in the church as 
were in nse bj authority of Parliament in the second year 
of King Edward the Sixth.** In the Litany, the petition 
for deliverance ^' from the tyranny of the Bishop of Bome^ 
and all his detestable enormities,'* was left out ; and the 
prayer that the Queen might be ^' strengthened in the true 
worshipping of God, in » righteousness and true holiness of 
Kfe," was added. The Prayers for the Queen and Clergy, 
which now stand at the end of the morning and evening 
services, together with the collect ^ O Crod, whose nature 
and property,** &c., were also introduced. There were also 
some rubrical changes ; the Calendar of Lessons was set- 
tied, and the Communion Service was amended in one or 
two important particulars. The restoration of the Prayer 
Book, thus revised, naturally gave great offence not only 
to the advocates of the Church of Rome, but also to the 
Puritans, who returned from their exile to England, after 
the Marian persecution. 

The spirit of opposition which they exhibited was para- 
lyzed by the energetic conduct of the Queen ; but on the 
accession of James the First, in 1602, a petition was pre^ 
pared and presented to him, praying for alterations in the 
rites and ceremonies, and in the discipline of the Church. 
James, who was son of the unfortunate Mary Queen of 
Scots, had been educated in Scotland; the Puritans were, 
therefore, not without hope that their petition would receive 
encouragement from the monarch. This document was 
called the ** Millenary Petition," from its professing to be 
signed by 1000 ministers, but they however did not in fact 
exceed 750. They objected to the services for saints'-days ; 
the cross and interrogations in Baptism ; Confirmation ; the 
ring in marriage ; reading of the Apocrypha ; bowing a£ 
the name of Jesus ; kneeling at the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper; and to the ^^ longsomeness ** of the service. In 
order to determine the validity of these objections, the King 
gave orders for a conference. Accordingly, certain divinea 
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of each party receired a summons to attend His Majesty at 
Hampton Court Palace. The King himself presided^ and 
being rather pedantic, exhibited his skill in argument and 
elocution. The discussion lasted three days, and was at* 
tended by nine bishops and as many dignitaries of the 
Church, on the one side ; and by four Puritan divines on 
the other. The most important alterations which were ef- 
fected at this time, as the result of the conference, were — 
in the rubric of Absolution, remission of sins was added ; 
all the thanksgivings at the end of the Liturgy (except the 
general one) were inserted ; the Catechism was completed 
by affixing the explanation of the sacraments; and the 
celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism was prohibited by 
any but a lawful minister. 



CHAP. V. 



CHABLES I. THE COMHONWEAXTH. CHABLES H. 
SAYOT CONVEBBNCE. 



THE 



EpUcopaoi, ' government of the 
Church by Bishops. 

Inetimbents, clergymen resident on 
their benc^ces are called incumbents, 
because they are supposed to bend 
their whole studies to the discharge 
of their duties. 

^Lomg ParHamuU^ so called from the 
length of time it sat, viz. twelve 
years, from 1641^1658. Although 
it had successfully opposed Charles L 
for this length of time, it yielded at 
last to Cromwelly who dissolved it 
April, 1653. 

y<meonfornasL This name was first 
aji^lied to those clergymen who were 
ejected from their livmgs, because of 



their refhsal to subscribe to the Act 
of Uniformity : now applied to all who 
refuse to conform to the Established 
Church. 

JPresbuteriant, so called because 
they believe that the Church should 
be governed by presbyters, or elders, 
maintaining P^iect equality in office 
and order. They believe that the 
words "presbyter" and "bishop" 
are synonymous terms, and that all 
ministers of the Gospel are equal, and 
that there is no superiority. The 
Established Church of Scotland is 
Presbyterian. 

Restoratum, see Chap. XXXIX 



The Nonconformists appear to have been well satisfied with 
the result of the Hampton Court Conference ; but on the 
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accession of Charles the First, in 1625, the strictness with 
which Land, Archbishop of Canterbnrj, enforced the doc- 
trines and discipline of the Church, created not only mach 
discontent, bat a great deal of hostiUty. The attempt to 
enforce the English Liturgy in the Church <^ Scotland, 
led to the abolition of Episcopacy in that country, and to 
the establishment of the ^ solemn league and coyenant,** by 
which the people bound themselves to the preservation of 
Presbyterianism. But this measure also led to a long train 
of consequences which eventually contributed very mate- 
rially to the overthrow of the constitution in Church and 
State ; and ultimately brought both Charles and Laud to 
tlie scaffold, — martyrs to a sincere but injudicious zeal for 
the welfare of the English Church. In 1643 the Long 
Parliament convened a meeting of divines at Westminster, 
which, from the puritanical tendencies of its members, 
ended in the abolition of the Book of Common Prayer, and 
the substitution of a Directory for the celebration of divine 
worship, in which every thing was left to the discretion of 
the minister. Things continued in this state until the 
Restoration, when Charles the Second, at the request of 
several of the presb3rtertan ministers, consented to another 
review ; and therefore a commission was issued empowering 
twelve of the bishops, and twelve of the opposite party, to 
consider the objections raised, and to make such reasonable 
and necessary alterations, as they could jointly a^ee upon. 
Although many of these objections were firmly resisted by 
tho King, yet the Presbyterians had several dreumstances 
of advantage to support their hopes. They held possession 
of many of the churches, from which the lawful incumbents 
had been expelled by the independent faction; and they 
had also the favour of liu*ge numbers of the people, and the 
countenance of many great men. This commission met at 
the Savoy Palace on several occasions, but all to very little 
purpose 5 for the same scruples liad been heaped together by 
the Presbyterians against the Liturgy as the Puritans had 
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done for above a hundred years, and had also added many 
new ones of their own. To tiiese they one and aU demanded 
perfect compliance ; nor would they hear of any compromise. 
One of them, Baxter, went so far as to affirm, that the 
Liturgy was not capabl9 of amendment, and absolutely had 
the assurance to propose the substitution of one of his own 
composition. The conference broke up without anything 
being done, although some slight alterations were proposed 
by the bishops, which were agreed to by the whole clergy 
in convocation. 

The principal of these were, the alteration of several of 
the lesdons for others more appropriate; the prayers upon 
particular occasions were separated from the Litany ; and 
the two prayers to be used in the ember-week^, the prayer 
for the parliament^ that for all conditions of men, and the 
general thanksgiving, were added; several of the collects 
were altered ; the Epistles and Gospels were taken out of 
the last translation of the Bible, the former ones having 
been taken from the old translation ; the office for baptism 
of those of riper years and the prayers to be used at sea 
were added. 

In short, the whole Liturgy wafi brought into the same 
condition as it now stands, and was unanimously agreed to 
by the Convocation in December, 1661. It was sanctioned 
by parliament in the March following ; and the 16th May, 
1662, it received the royal assent. Since that time several 
slight alterations have been made to meet the circumstances 
of the times. Thus, the union of Great Britain with Ireland 
called for an addition to the title; some new tables were 
inserted in the Calendar, by order of pM*liament, in 1761 ; 
and the direction respecting the publication of banns of 
marriage was removed from the rubric after the Nicene 
Creed, by an act passed in 1763. 
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CHAP. VL 



THE CALENDAB* 



AnnunciaHonqftkeSkued Virgin^ 

a feast of the Church in commemor- 
ation of the Angel's salutation of the 
Virgin Mary, celebrated on the 25th 
of march. 

AJbitinence means the act or 
practice of voluntarily refraining 
from any indulgence m appetite or 
customary gratifications. 

Calendar, from Lat '^calendarium/' 
an account-book; a register of the 
year in which the wedcs, months, 
and days are set down in order, with 
the feasts observed by the Church. 

Dominical Letter, from Lat. '^ do- 



minus,*' a lord; the letter which in 
almanacs denotes the sabbath, or 
Lord's day. 

Purification of the Ble$§ed Vttgm, 
a feast of the Church celebrated on 
the 2nd of February. 

Sunday, the name given to the 
first day of the week, so called, be- 
cause this day was anciently dedi- 
cated to the sun. Many persons dis- 
card the name of Sundsiy, and call 
the day the Sabbath : but the terms 
are not synonymous; Sunday is the 
name of the day, Sabbath tne name 
of the institution. 



The Calendar is a register of the year, in which the 
months, weeks, and days are set down in order, with the 
lessons from Holy Scripture appointed to be read, and the 
fasts and festivals observed by the Church. It derives its 
name from the Roman Calendse (Latin calendarium), the 
name given to the first day of the month, and written in 
large letters at the head of each month. The origin of the 
term is differently related, but it is generally supposed to 
have originated in the practice of notifying the time of the 
new moon by a priest, who called out {calo) or proclaimed 
the fact to the people. The Calendar consists of four 
parts: — 1st, the proper lessons and Psalms for Sundays 
and Holydays ; 2nd, the usual lessons for every morning 
and evening throughout the year ; 3rd, the tables and rules 
of the moveable and immoveable feasts, together with the 
days of fasting and abstinence throughout the year; 4tli, 
the tables to find Easter, the Dominical or Sunday Letter, 
and the places of the Golden Numbers in the Calendar. 
The first part of the Calendar consists of the lessons and 
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Psalms for Sundays and Holydays. These are separated 
from the ordinary daily lessons because it is apparent that, 
as the moveable feasts commemorate important events, the 
lessons adapted for such days are registered apart, as they 
do not always happen upon the same day of the month. 

The second p^ contains the ordinary daily Calendar for 
twelve months, and is arranged in seven columns ; the 1st 
is the day of the month, the 2nd is the Dominical or Sunday 
letter, the 3rd contains the Saints' and other notable days, 
and the four last contain the First and Second Lessons 
for both Morning and Evening Service throughout the year. 
The following will illustrate it : — 



1 


d 


David Archbishop 


Morning. 


Evening. 


Dent 16. 


Luke 12. 


Deut. 16. 


Ephes. 6. 



The 3rd portion of the Calendar consists of the moveable 
and immoveable feasts, and the days of fasting and absti- 
nence, together with certain solemn days for which par- 
ticular services are appointed. The moveable feasts are 
those which do not always happen upon the same day of the 
week, or the same day of the month in each year. They all 
depend upon Easter Day, which is always the first Sunday 
after the full moon which happens upon or next after the 
21st day of March ; and if the full moon happens upon a 
Sunday, Easter Day is the Sunday after. Advent Sunday is 
always the nearest Sunday to the feast of St Andrew, 
30th November, whether before or after. 



Septnagesima 
Sexagesima 
Quinqaagesima 
Quadragesima 
Rogation Sunday "X 
Ascension Day f 
Whitsunday i" 

Trinity Sunday J 



fNine 



I 



V Sunday is -? Ijf^* V Weeks before Easter. 
rFive Weeks *) 
CEight Weeks J 



The immoveable feasts are those which always happen 
either upon the same day of the week or upon the same day 
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of the month. Thej are:-*- all Sondajs in the year, the 
Circumcision of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Epiphany, the 
Conversion of St. Fan], the PwrifieaHfm of the Blessed 
Virgin^ St Matthias the Apostle^ the Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin^ St Mark the Evangelist, St. Philip and 
St James the Apostles, the Ascension of our Lord Jesus 
Christy St Bamahas, the Nativity of St. John the Baptise^ 
St. Peter the Apostle, St. James the Apostle, St Bartko^ 
lomew the Apostle, St Matthew the Apostle, St Michael 
and All Angels, St Luke the Evangelist, St Simon and 
St Jude the Apostks, AU Saints, St. Andrew ^ Apostle, 
St Thomas the Apostle, the Nativity of our Lord, St Stephen 
the Martyr, St John the Evangelist, the Holy Innocents, 
Monday and Tuesday in Easter Week, and Monday and 
Tuesday in Whitsun WeeL 

Those feasts which are printed in italics have evens, or 
vigils, before them, which are observed as fasts ; and if any 
of these feast days falls upon a Monday, then the vigil or 
&st is kept upon the Saturday and not on the Sunday. 



CHAP, VIL 



THE CALENDAR CONTINITBD. 



Astronomical TcAles, computations 
of the motions, places, and other phe- 
nomena of the heavenly bodies. 

Ember Days, see Chap. XYI. 

Feast of the DedtcaUm, a Jewish 
feast, of naman appointment, insti- 
tuted by Judas Maccabeus, as a 
gratcfal memorial of the cleansing of 
uie second temple and altar, after it 
had been pro&Red by Antiochus 
Epiphanes, b. c. 170. 

It was a custom among the early Christians to pass the 
night before certain festivals in devotipn, and these watch* 



UnwersUy and Law Terms. There 
ara four University Terms, Lent, 
Easter^ Trinity, and Michaelmas; 
and four Lav Terms, Hilary, Easter, 
Trinity, Michaelmas. During these 
periods both the Universities and 
superior law courts are open. 

ViffUSf from "vigilia,'* watchings, 
the eye before any fsast. 
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ings obtained the nune of vigils. Those fessts which 
occur about the same time as the great festivals of Christ-* 
masy Easter, and Whitsunday^ have no vigils attached to 
them, because they are not consistent with such seasons of 
rejoicing. The days of fasting or abstinence are, the forty 
days in Lent, the Ember Days, the three Eogation Days, and 
ail the Fridays in the year pzcept Christmas Day. There 
are also certain solemn days for which particular services 
are aj^pointed. These are, the fifth of November, being the 
day kept in memory of the Papists' conspiracy ; the thir- 
tieth of January, being the day kept in memory of the 
martyrdom of Sing Charles the First ; the twenty-ninth of 
May, being the day kept in memory of the birth and re- 
storation of King Charles the Second ; and the twentieth of 
June, being the day of the accession of her Majesty Queen 
Victoria. 

The fourth part of the Calendar ccmsists of the tables for 
finding Easter Day, the rule for which has been previously 
given. Connected with and forming a part of this rule are 
the Golden Number and the Epact The Grolden Number 
was invented long before the Christian era, by Meton, an 
Athenian, and was so called because it was inscribed on a 
tablet in golden letters, and set up in the market-place 
at Athens. He discovered that at the end of every period 
of nineteen years the new moons take place on the same 
days of the same months whereon they happened before 
its commencement; so that by the help of nineteen 
numbers, the time of the new moons every year might be 
found out without the aid of astronomical tables. The 
Golden Number may be always found by adding one to the 
current year, and dividing by 19 ; the remainder, if any^ 
is the Golden Number. The Epact is the moon's age at 
the beginning of any year and may be found by the Golden 
Number. 

It will be thus seen that the Calendar is a most comjNre- 
bensive guide to the appointment of the feasts and fasts of 
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the Cburcby and of the celebration of dirine worship con- 
nected therewith. 

Besides the days set apart to commemorate the great 
events of our Blessed Lord's life, and those of his Apostles, 
the Calendar also contains the names of many Romish saints, 
but these days are not marked by any religious observances, 
and have been retained simply because they indicate popular 
anniversaries ; the commencement of University and Law 
Terms, and the ordinary periods when rent and other pay- 
ments become due. The devout celebration of festivals and 
other times, and periods, to commemorate particular benefits, 
is not only sanctioned by Scripture, but expressly enjoined 
by the command of God Himself, who ordained several 
feasts for His chosen people, and c<»nmanded them to be 
perpetuated for ever. But even those of human appoint* 
ment, when keeping in remembrance some great and signal 
deliverance or mercy, were sanctioned by our Blessed Lord. 

Such, for instance, was the Feast of the Dedication. 



CHAP. vin. 



THE OBDEB FOB MOBNING AND EVENING PBAYEB. 



■ ApottaUctdf according to tlie doc- 
trines of the Apostles. 

Chancel, from Lat. ** cancelli," 
lattices inclosing a space ; that part 
of the chnrch where the altar is 
placed, formerly inclosed with lat- 
tices or cro8s*bars. 

Confesnon, the act of disclosing 
sin. Auricular confession, in the 
Church of Rome, is confessing to a 



priest; in Protestant churches con- 
fession is only made publicly to God, 
as the necessaiy step to absolution. 

Priest, an order of the clergy 
higher than a deacon, but lower than 
a bishop. 

Rubrics, from ** rubeo,*' to be red ; 
directions in prayer-books printed 
formerly in red ink. 



THE SENTENCES AND EXHORTATION. 
These are preceded by a rubric directing the minister as to 
the time, place, manner, &c.> of celebrating divine worslup* 
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these rubrics pervade the whole book, and are so called 
from the custom which formerly prevailed of printing them 
in red letters, like the titles of the Roman laws. The one 
which precedes the Order for Morning and Evening Service, 
directs that the minister shall use it in the accustomed place 
in the church, chapel, or chancel, and shall commence the 
public worship of Almighty God, by reading one or. more 
verses firom the Bible. These verses are called '^ the Sen* 
tences," and are very judiciously chosen to prepare the wor- 
shippers for the solemn duty they are about to enter upon. 
It is usual for the congrej^ation to stand up as soon as these 
are commenced, because they are gathered out of Scripture, 
and are therefore God's words, spoken by his ordained ser- 
vant. There are eleven of them, and the minister may use 
his discretion which he reads ; the circumstances of his con- 
gregation or of the time, directing his choice. They all 
bear upon the necessity of repentance, and the mercy of 
God, and naturally lead to the affectionate Exhortation 
which follows, and which the minister commences with 
the Apostolical salutation, "Dewrly beloved brethren" 
(Phil. iv. 1.). It was the custom, in the primitive Church, 
for the priest to deliver to the people a devout preface or 
exhortation, to prepare them for the public worship of God ; 
and the pious compilers of our Liturgy, in introducing this 
powerful incentive to confession of sin, were anxious to 
employ every means to prepare the minds of the worship- 
pers for the due performance of this wholesome and neces- 
sary duty, and to prevent them from going to the " throne 
of God's heavenly grace " in an abrupt or unprepared man-* 
ner. The Exhortation should be listened to with the most 
serious attention, as it contains excellent instruction, and is 
designed to apply the preceding Sentences, and to direct 
how the following Confession is to be performed. 

" It is worthy of observation how right and judicious this 
Exhortation is in all its parts, to instruct the ignorant, to 
support the fearful, to comfort the doubtful, to caution the 
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formal, and to check the presumptuous, seemg that all these 
tempers are found in every mixed congregation. Whilst^ 
then, the minister is reading it, everj p^son ought dili« 
gently to listen to its sense, and not to repeat the words 
after him ; hecause, in so doing, they will be best prepared 
to accompany him to the throne of grace." — Dr. Bitse, 

The Sentences and Exhortation were added at the review 
of the first Prayer Book of King Edward the Sixth. 



CHAP. IX. 

THE OBDBB FOB MOBNING AND EYENI^a FBATEB. 



Abioluttont ftom Lat "boIto,** to 
loosen; the remxasion of amt pro- 
nounced by the priest, in the name 
of God, to the penitent. 

Deaeonf from a Greek word sig- 
nifying a "servant;" the lowest 
degree of holy orders in the Church, 
instituted by the Apostles. Acts, vi. 
■ Duciple, from " disco," to learn ; 
learners, foUowera, or adherents to 



the doctrines of another. Hence the 
attendants of Christ were called his 
disciples; and hence^ also» all Chris- 
tians are so called. 

JIArew Language, the langnage 
spoken by the Hebrews or Jews. It 
is also the laneaage in which the 
books of the Old Testament were 
written. 



THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION. 

The congregation then kneel down, and, according to the 
direction of the minister, repeat the Confession after hun, 
he promising that he will put words into their mouths, and 
speak with them and for them, if they will express the 
humility of their minds by the lowliness of their bodies. 
This Confession is called a general one ; because, without 
descending to particular sins, it mentions sins and failings 
common to all men, and is therefore applicable to every per- 
son, in whatever state or condition. The Church has wisely 
placed this at the commencement of the service, it being 
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the custom of the primitiYe CliriBtianSy inunedlatelj upon 
their altering the house of prayer, to make confession of 
their sins to God, with much sorrow and tears, 

^ Every worshipper should join heartily in this part of 
the service, with seriousness and devotion, for he is laying 
before Grod the offences and transgressions of his own indi- 
vidual life, and the circumstances of his own case. ' The 
people shall answer here and at the end of all other prayers. 
Amen.' This word in the original Hebrew signifies the 
same in English as ^ So be it :' but it does not always bear 
this signification. At the end of prayers and collects it is 
addressed to Grod, and signifies 'So be it, OLord, as in 
our prayers we have expressed ;' but at the end of exhorta- 
tions, absolutions, and creeds, it is addressed to the priest ; 
and then the meaning of it is, either ' So be it,' this is our 
sense and meaning, or, ' So be it,' we entirely assent to and 
approve of what has been said," — Wheadey, 

The congregation having been humbled by the Confession 
and also having sought for pardon and reconciliation with 
God, the priest, standing up as with authority, pronounces 
the Absolution, that " God, who desireth not the death of 
a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness 
and live, pardoneth and absolvetli all them that truly repent, 
and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel." 

This Absolution is an act of authority, by virtue of a 
''power and commandment of God" to His ministers, as 
may be seep from St. John, xx. 23., — " Whosoever sins ye 
remit they are remitted unto them ; and whosoever sins ye 
retain they are retained." 

And our Blessed Lord, in His last instructions to His dis- 
ciples, joined a promise to this command, viz., that He 
would be with them unto the end of the world. Tbe Absolu- 
tion, with the Confession which precedes it, appeared for 
the first time in the second Prayer Book oi King Edward 
the Sixth, being the composition of our Beformers, and not 
taken out of any Popish service, as many people imagine 
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On the contnuy, this Absolution is partictilarlj directed 
against Popery ; ^'for the Popish absolutions are given in 
priyate, separately to each particular person, positively and 
without reversion, in the name of the priest ; while this is 
given in public, to all persons at once, in the name of God, 
and on condition that they are repentant." — Abp. Seeker, 
There are two other forms of absolution in the Prayer Book, 
one in the Communion Service, and the other in the Ser« 
vice fbr the Visitation of the Sick, which are noticed here- 
after in their respective places. The rubric enjoins that 
the priest alone is to pronounce the Absolution ; should, 
therefore, divine service be performed by a deacon, he is to 
pass at once from the General Confession to the Lord's 
Prayer, as there is no direction or authority to substitute 
another prayer. 



CHAP. X 



THB OBDEB FOB MOBNIKG AND EVEinNG PBAYEB. 



Caihedrait from a Greek word sig- 
nifying ''a chair" or "seat;" the 
principal church in a dioceoe is so 
called, from its possessing the epis- 
copal chair. 

Doxology, from two Greek words 
signifying ''to speak praise;" it is 
generally applied to the hymn, 
•* Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, &C." 

Gloria Patrif the Latin words for 
** Glory be to the Father." 



Jewt, the children of Israel ; the 
descendants of Abraham ; God's 
peculiar people. 

Lordt Prayer, the prayer composed 
by our Saviour. 

2Z«pofMes, from <*re8ponsnm," an 
answer or reply. The answers of the 
congregation to the priest in the 
Litany, and other parts of Divine 
Service. 



THE LOBD»S PBATEB, "VENITE," AND PSALMS. 
What has hitherto been done is for the most part a pre- 
paration for prayer, rather than prayer itself; but now the 
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Lord's Prayer is used. "The service in the first Prayer 
Book of Edward the Sixth commenced with this prayer ; but, 
when it was reviewed, our reformers added what precedes 
it, considering it not so becoming in us to call Grod ' Our 
Father ' before we have repented of our disobedience against 
Him, and asked pardon for our sins." — Wheadey. 

The minister is to kneel while repeating this prayer, 
because he is offering up the petitions to the throne of 
jnercy for himself as well as for the congregation. " Here 
and in every other place where this prayer is used, the 
people are to join in an audible voice, chiefly as a corrective 
of the practice of the Church of Rome, by which it is 
appointed to be said secretly or mentally. Another reason 
is that ignorant people may the sooner learn it ; and partly 
to signify how boldly we may approach our heavenly 
Father when we address him in the words of His Blessed 
Son.** — Wheatley, The Lord's Prayer is succeeded by the 
responses, so called from the people answering the priest: 
they are sometimes called the " versicles," because they are 
little short verses. The Dozology follows, which is to be 
repeated standing, because this jKwture is the most suitable 
one when either singing or repeating the praises of God. 
The Psalms for the day, which come nezt^ are introduced 
bj the 96th Psalm, which is either said or sung every 
morning when Divine Service is celebrated ; except on the 
19th day of the month, when it is read in its own place in 
the Book of Psalms, and on Easter Sunday when another 
anthem more appropriate is used. " The 95th Psalm used 
to be called in ancient times the Livitatorium, because it 
was read while the congregation were assembling, with 
the view of calling them together to the public worship of 
God."— Tro/fopc. It is also called the "Venite," or the 
^ Yenite exultemus Domino," these being the first words of 
the Latin version. It was very appropriately placed here 
by our reformers as a fit preparation for the daily Psalms, 
lessons, and collects which follow. It exhorts us first to 
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praise Grod, then to pray to Him ; after which it exhorts us 
to hear His H0I7 Word, readily and willingly, and cautions 
us to beware of hardening our hearts by the example of the 
punishment inflicted upon the Jews^for their disobedience* 
The Psalms for the day are then either sung or repeated by 
the priest and congregation, verse by verse, this custom 
being as old as Christianity itself. In cathedral worship it 
is usual to sing them, whilst in parochial churches they are 
generally repeated. There is no mbric to enjoin either 
practice, but where practicable it is most suitable to chant 
theuL They are repeated standing, because some parts of 
them are directed to God and others are not ; as, therefore, 
it would be very improper to kneel at those parts which are 
not directed to Him, so it would be very indecent to sit 
when we repeat those that are. *^ The ^ Gloria Patri ' is 
repeated at the end of every Psahn and of every part of 
the 119th Psalm, to signify that we believe the same God to 
be worshipped by Christians as by Jews ; the same God that 
is glorified in the Psalms having been from the beginning 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as well as now.** — Wheadey, 
Two portions of the Psahns are appointed to be read 
daily ; the whole book being llius completed in thirty day^ 
the Psalms for the last day are used twice when there are 
thirty-one days in the month. The version used in the 
daily service is oldo* thaan the Bible one, and was retained 
by the compilers of the Prayer Book because the people had 
become accustomed to it from frequent use in the churches. 
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CHAP. XL 



THE OBBSB FOB MOSNINO AKD EVENINa PRATES. 



Old Testament^ the name given to 
the first general (fivision of the Holy 
Scriptnrea. It contains the- old or 
Mosaic dispensation, and the great 
events of we- world's history, from 
the Creation, b. a 4004, to the pro* 
phecies of Malachi, b. a 400. 

New Teatameitt, so called to distin- 
goish it from the Old. It contains 
the Christian dispensation, or the 
will of God to nuun, as revealed by 
His Son. The Gospels and St. 
Paul's Epistles form its greatest 
portioa 



Oan&nieai, pertaining to the 
canons. 

OoMongf from a Greek word signiii^- 
ing *<a rale or measure;" laws or 
rules of discipline, enacted by a Coun- 
dl, and confirmed by the Sovereign. 

Oumtina, from ** cantus," signifies 
the use of the plain song, to which 
the prayers, Litany, versicles, re- 
sponses, and Psalms are sung. 

Pm&m, a collection of hymns, the 
productions of different persons, but 
called the Psalms of David, because 
the greater number of them were 
written by him, and he arranged 
than in their present order. 

THE LESSON& 
The hearts of the people havmg been raised to God in 
praising and admiring Him in the Psabns, they are now 
prepared to hear His Holy Word. Two chapters are accord- 
ingly read, one out of the Old Testament and the other oat 
of the New, the " Te Deum " being chanted in the intervaL 
The custom of reading the Scriptures in public worship is 
very ancient, having been practised in the Church from 
the earliest times. For the choice and order of these 
lessons the Church has ordained that the whole of the Bible 
be read through once a year. The Old Testament is read 
through by the 27th of September, and, as the book of 
Isaiah is reserved to be read before and during Advent^ 
the interval is filled up by reading selected chapters from 
the Apocrypha; which books, though not canonical, are 
justly retained by the Church, for the many excellent 
precepts which they contain, and appointed to be read ** for 
example of life, and instruction of manners." The books of 
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Chronicles and the Song of Solomon are omitted; the 
former, because thej are for the most part similar to the 
books of Kings ; and the latter, on account of its highly 
spiritual and mystical character. The '^ Te Deum laud- 
amus," which is sung between the Morning Lessons, is 
generallj believed to have been composed by St. Ambrose, 
A. D. 374, since whose time it has been daily used by the 
Church. The ** Benedicite " is sometimes substituted for 
the " Te Deum " upon particular occasions, generally when 
the 1st chap, of Grenesis is appointed to be read. This 
latter is an ancient Jewish hymn, and was adopted into the 
public devotions of the Church at a very early period. St. 
Cyprian, a. d. 248, quotes it as part of the Holy Scriptures, 
and in this opinion he is seconded by Bufinus, who informs 
us that it was used in the Church long before his time, 
A. D. 390. After the First Lesson in the Evening Service, 
either the " Magnificat '* or the " Cantate " may be used. 
The former is taken from St. Luke, i. 46 — 55., and is the 
song of the Blessed Virgin, when she received, at Elizabeth's 
house, the confirmation of the Angel's Annunciation^ that, 
by the operation of the Holy Ghost, she should become the 
mother of the Saviour of the world. The latter is the 98th 
Psalm, and may be used for variety, when the First Lesson 
treats of some instance of Divine protection and deliverance. 
After the Second Lesson in the Morning Service the 100th 
Psalm is generally sung ; but there is another hymn, called 
the " Benedictus," or " Song of Zacharias," which may also 
be used occasionally. The latter being placed first in the 
Prayer Book, seems to have been intended for more frequent 
and general use than the Psalm, but, for some reason or 
other, the former is more commonly used. After the second 
lesson in the Evening Service, there are also two hymns, 
the " Nunc dimittis," or " Song of Simeon ;" and the 67th 
Psalm. Either of these may be used at discretion. 

" The Church hath appointed two songs of praise and 
thanksgiving to be used, either of them, after each lesson ; 
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but not 80 indifierently, but that the fonner practice of 
exemplary Churches, and reason, may guide us in the 
choice. For the < Te Deum,' * Benedictus/ ' Magnificat,' 
and ' Nunc dimittis,' being the most expressive jubilations 
and rejoicings for the redemption of the world, may be 
uaed more often than the rest, especially on Sundays and 
other festivals of our Lord." — Bishop Sparrow. The 
lessons are read in the order in which they are placed, 
excepting when a saint's day happens to fall upon a Sun- 
day; and it has been a question, whether the lessons for 
the Sunday are to be read, or, whether they are superseded 
by those appointed for the saint's day. With respect to 
the Second Lesson, in most cases the one appointed for the 
saint's day must be used, as there is a blank left in the Ca- 
lendar ; but with the First Lesson it is different, which for 
Sundays is invariably taken from the canonical books of 
the Old Testament, and should scarcely be displaced by a 
chapter of moral instruction, taken, as is generally the case^ 
from the Apocrypha. It is much to be regretted that th& 
Church Has not laid down some specific rule for the gui- 
dance of her servants in this respect. 



CHAP. XIX 

THE THBEE CREEDS. 



Congregationf an assembly of per-* 
sons met together for the public wor- 
ship of Almighty God. 

Divine Slervice, that service which 
is appropriated to God; the public 
worshij) in the Church. 

English Churchj that branch of 
Christ's Church established in Eng- 
land. 

' /noamofion, bom in the flesh. John 
il4. 

Thebe are three Creeds in the Prayer Book, — the Apostles' 
Creed, the Athanasian Cr^d, ^d the Nicene Creed. 



NicaOf in Bithynia, a province of 
Asia Minor, celebrated for the Coun- 
cil of Christian bishops convened 
there, by order of Constantino the 
Great, ▲.!>. 825. 

Saints Day, a day appointed in 
the Calendar m commemoration of a 
Saint The Church appoints these 
days to be kept holy. 
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The Apostles' Creed is used both in the Morning and 
Evening Service after the hymn which is sung after the 
Second Lesson. There is no evidence to prove that this 
Creed was compiled bj the Apostles at a Council held in 
Jerusalem, as some affirm ; but there is no doubt that it is 
a brief summary of the doctrines which they taught^ and 
it probably takes its name from this fact. It is very an- 
cient; the whole form, as it now stands in our Liturgy, 
being found in the works of St Ambrose, a. d. 374. " It 
is to be repeated by the whole congregation, because it is 
the profession of every person present, and ought for that 
reason to be made by every one in his own person. It is 
also to be repeated standing^ to signify our resolution to 
stand up stoutly in the defence of it. The nobles in Poland 
and Lithuania used formerly to draw their swords, in token 
that, if need be, they would defend and seal the truth of it 
with their blood. It is customary to turn to the east 
whilst we are making this profession of our fiiith in the 
Blessed Trinity, that so we may look towards that quarter 
of the heavens where God is supposed to have His peculiar 
residence of glory." — Wktatlei/. When the second article 
in this Creed is repeated, in which the name of Jesus is 
mentioned, the whole congregation make obeisance, which 
the Church (in regard to that passage of St Paul, ^' that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow," PhiL ii. 10.) 
expressly enjoins in her 18th Canon, ^^ that when in time 
of Divine Service the Lord Jesus shall be mentioned^ due 
and lowly reverence shall be done by iall persons present, 
as it has been accustomed ; testifying by these outward 
ceremonies and gestures their inward humility, Christian 
resolution, and due acknowledgment that the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the true eternal Son of God, is the only Saviour of 
the world, in whom alone all the mercies, graces, and pro- 
mises of God to mankind for this life, and the Ufe to come, 
are fully and wholly comprised.** 
The Athanasian Creed is appointed by the Church to be 
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read» insteftd of the ApostleB* Creed, at M<n^ng Service, 
only upon the foUowing feasts : — Christinas Day, the Epi- 
phany, St. Matthias, Easter Day, Ascension Day, Whit- 
sunday, St. John the Baptist, St James, St. Bartholomew, 
St. Matthew, St Simon and St Jude, St Andrew, and 
upon Trinity Sunday. 

Christmas Day, the Epiphany, Easter Day, Ascension 
Day, Whitsunday, and Trinity Sunday, were all the days 
that were appointed for it by the first Prayer Book of 
Edward the Sixth ; but in the second book it was enjoined 
to be used on the other saints' days, that so it might be 
repeated once a month. It is not known whether it was 
composed by the holy man whose name it bears. 

The general supposition is that it was not, but that it 
was called after him, because he was the chunpion of the 
two great doctrines which it defends and enjoins, — the 
Trinity in Unity, and the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ It is very ancient, and has been prized by the 
Christian Church as a treasure, for upwards of a thousand 
years. When it was received into the offices of the EngHsh 
Church, it had the title of the Psalm " Quicunque vult,'* and 
this accounts for its being repeated, like other Psalms, verse 
by verse, alternately. 

Hie Nicene Creed is used in the Communion Service, 
and is so called, because it was, for the most part^ framed 
at the Council of Nicsa, a.d. 325. It began to be used 
in churches, after the reading of the Holy Gospel, as early 
as the year 339. This creed is repeated in the same man- 
ner and poslnire as the Apostles' Cre^ from which it differs 
very little. It may be regarded rather as a commentary 
upon the Apostles' Creed, being fuller and more explicit, 
especially in treating of tiiat grand artiele of our faith -^ 
the Divinity of Jesus Christy dedarmg, that fie is ^ God 
of God, Light of light, veiy God of very God, begotten, 
not made^ being of one substance with the Father^" Tliese 
Oee^ are recognised^ not <Bily by the Church of Ei^^d, 
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but by most Churches ; and it is one of our fundamental 
articles, that they " ought thoroughly to be received and 
believed, inasmuch as they may be proved by most certain 
warrants of Holy Scripture." 



CHAP, xm 



THB TERSICLES AND PBATEBS. 



Ancient Fatiten, those ancient 
Christian writers, whose works were 
in good repute in the Church, and 
who were- not separated from its 
communion or its faith. Polycarp, 
A.D. 108, Irenwus, a.d. 167, Igna- 
tius, A.D. 101, and Clement of Rome, 
A.D. 66, were among the earliest. 
St. Bernard, a.d. 1115, is reputed to 
be the last of the Fathers. 

QnamerUarif, an exposition or ex> 
planation. 

€9u)ir, either a collection of singers 
in a church, or that part of a church 
appropriated for them. 

Council, an assembly of bishops and 
prelates called together, to regulate 
matters of doctrine and discipline in 



the Church. The Church of England 
recognizes six of them : viz., Nicaea, 
A. D. 825, Constantinople, a. i>. 881, 
Ephesus, A. D. 434, Cbalcedon, a. d. 
4ol, Constantinople, a. d. 553, Con- 
stantinople, A. D. 680. 

Curate, literally, one who has the 
care of souls ; but the name is now 
generally applied to one who assists 
an incumbent in the celebration of 
Divine Worship, and other parochial 
ministrations. 

Divinitu of Christ, Godhead. 

Holy Go^id, that portion of Scrip- 
ture taken from the writings of the 
Evangelists which is read before the 
Nicene Creed in the Communion 
Service. 



The Yersicles which follow the Apostles' Creed, are to be 
read by the minister and congregation, alternately, after 
which three Collects are offered up. The firs^ is that for 
the day ; the second, for peace ; and the third, for grace ; 
after which in choirs and places where they sing, the 
Anthem follows. In the Evening Service, for the two latter 
prayers, others are substituted more applicable for evening 
worship. As there is a division here in the service, the 
Church has deemed this a proper place for singing; and this 
rubrical practice is carried out, not only in the cathedrals, 
but also m very many p$brochial churches. The order for 
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!&f oming Prayer concludes with five Prayers, the first of 
which is a prayer for the Qaeen's Majesty, and was inserted 
by order of Queen Elizabeth. To pray for the sovereign ia 
our bounden duty, being enjoined by St Paul, who exhorts 
us "to pray for kings and all in authority.'* 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 
It was also the custom of the primitive Church, as is evident 
not only from the writings of ancient Fathers, but from the 
Liturgies of early times. The next prayer is one for the 
Boyal Family, and was inserted by order of King James the 
First, who was the first Protestant Prince that was married 
and had children. " This was added in conformity to that 
ancient desire of the Persian Emperor (Ezra vi. 10.), that 
the Jewish priests would pray for the life of the King and 
his sons ; among the Romans also the heirs of the empire 
were prayed for as well as the Emperor : the Canons of old 
Councils, both at home and abroad, enjoin it ; and our Re- 
formers have composed an excellent form to do it by." — 
JDean Comber. 

The prayer for the Church and people which follows 
was added in Queen Elizabeth's Common Prayer Book, in 
conformity to the practice of the ancient Church, which 
always had prayers for the clergy and people. The Church 
is excellently described in this prayer, by " bishops, curates, 
and all congregations committed to their charge." 

The prayer of St. Chrysostom composed a.d. 398, was taken 
from an ancient Liturgy bearing his name, and very ap- 
propriately sums up all the petitions which are contained in 
the previous prayers, and which we have been supplicating 
our Heavenly Father to grant. 

It pleads the gracious promise of Christy that "where two 
or three are gathered together in His name, there he will be 
in the midst of them" (St. Matt, xviii. 19, 20.) ; that is. He 
will give them this assurance of His presence, that He will 
grant their requests. The whole service being thus finished, 
the minister closes it with the benedictory prayer with 
which St. Paul concludes most of his Epistles : — 
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<< The grace of ottr £x>rd Jesus Christy and the love of 
God, aad the fellowship of the Holy iGrhost, be with us eBy 
ever more. Amen." 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 



CHAP. XIV. 



THE LITANT 



DtprtcaHonMy I>rayen for the ve- 
moval or prevenuoii of evils. 

Fold-stool^ or fold-stool, a small 
desk, placed in the middle of the 
dioir, at which the Litany is enjoined 
to be sang or said. Sometimes it is 
called a £tany Stool. 

Herety, from a Greek word signi- 
fying a " choice," and, in matters of 
iaitb, meaning the adoption of opi- 
nions at variance with the doctrines 
delivered hy Christ and His Apostles, 
and received by the Catholic Church. 

Interceatiotu, mediations. 

ImvoeaiUmf^ addresses to God in 



prayer, calling vpon him for maut' 
ance and protection. 

Smlications, earnest entreaties. 

iScAina, from a Greek word signi- 
fying ** to divide," or •* tear asunder ; ** 
a division or separation from the 
Church, owing to diversity of opi- 
nions. 

Sotinkm Heru^ a division in the 
Church created by Sooinus, who held 
Christ to have been a mere man in- 
spired; denied his Divinity and 
Atonement ; and also denied the doc* 
trine of original depravity, and eternal 
punishments. 



The word Litany is derived from the Greek word ** lite," a 
prayer, or, as it is called, a general supplication. The Litany 
was not the composition of our Beformers, but is taken in 
substance from one compiled by Pope Gregory the Great 
about the end of the sixth century, with the later corruptions 
expunged. Before the last review of the Prayer Book, the 
Litany was a distinct and separate service^ to which the 
people were called by the ringing of a bell ; and even now, 
though forming part of the morning service, it occupies a 
separate place in the Prayer Book. Anciently it used to be 
sung or said, in the midst of the church, at a low desk at 
the entrance to the chancel called the " fald-stool,** which is 
still enjoined. The rubric orders it to be read on Sundays 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, the two latter being the fast days 
of the primitive Cliristians, and the former being the day 
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when there ia the largest assembly at church. The Litany 
consists of certain petitions offered up by the minister, to 
which the people respond ; and it is designed to keep the 
attention constantly on the alert^ and enliven devotion, by 
calling upon the congregation with one mind and one voice, 
to put up their wonted supplications for those deliverances 
and blessings which the minister has previously enume- 
rated. 

It is divided into four parts : the Invocations, the Depreca- 
tions, the Intercessions, and the Supplications. 

The InvoecOwns are appeals first to each person in the 
£ver-blessed Trinity, and then to all of them together ; and 
are to be repeated after the minister. The design is, that 
all may first crave to be heard in their own words, and then 
may leave it to the priest to set forth all their needs to Al- 
mighty God, provided that they declare their assent to every 
petition as he delivers it These appeals emphatically con- 
vey the judgment of the Church against the Sooinian heresy; 
as each person in the Grodhead is the object of worship, each 
very God. 

The Deprecations are a series of requests addressed more 
particularly to the Second Person in the Trinity, because 
He has made a full atonement for the sins of the whole 
world. After each the congregation unite in saying " Good 
Lord deliver us ;" and this should be responded audibly and 
fervently. In these Deprecations we pray to be delivered 
from all offences, dangers, and judgments, which our fallen 
nature entails upon us ; as for instance, sudden death, heresy, 
schism, hardness of heart, &c. 
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CHAP. XV. 



THB LITAinr. 



AHar, the place on which ptta or 
sacrifices to God are offered in reli- 

S'ouB worship. The table of the 
oly Communion is called an altar, 
because on it are placed, in presenta- 
tion before God, the appointed me- 
morials of the Body and filood of 
Christ. 

Benedictum, the blessine pro- 
nounced at the dismissal of the con- 
gregation. ** The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christy &&," is called the 
Lesser Benediction ; while that com- 



mencing ''The peace of God« 9te^** is 
termed the Greater Benediction. The 
latter can only be pronounced by the 
Bishop or Priest. 

Chrittendom, the countries inha- 
bited by those «rho profess to beliere 
in the Christian religion. 

Porch, a part of the chnreh in 
which, anciently, considerable por- 
tions of the marriage and baptismal 
services were performed. Being com- 
menced here, they were concluded in 
the church. 



The Intercessions form by far the largest portion of the 
Litany, and are offered for God's blessing upon all mankind, 
in whatever rank or condition of life. " First of all we 
pray for the Universal Church of Christ ; for the Queen and 
all in authority under her ; for all our fellow-creatures, ac- 
cording to their respective claims upon our charity and 
affections ; and then for the consolation of all who labour 
under trials and afflictions ; for strength and comfort to the 
weak-hearted ; for relief and succour to those who are suf- 
fering under captivity, sickness, or any other adversity ; for 
widows, orphans, and all that are destitute ; for our enemies, 
persecutors, and slanderers ; and for grace to repent and 
amend our lives." — Trollope. After each, the response^ 
" We beseech Thee to hear us, good Lord,** is to be offered 
up fervently and devoutly ; and at the end there is a se- 
parate address to the Three Persons of the Ever-blessed 
Trinity, begging their united aid in the furtherance of those 
Messings which have been enumerated. 

The last part of the Litany is called the SupplicaiionSj 
and it is generally supposed that they were collected and 
put into this form when Christendom was overrun with 
hordes of barbarians in the seventh century. They com- 
mence with the Lord's Prayer ; after which there is a peti- 
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tion that God will merdfullj deal out his chastisements, 
not according to our sins, but with a merciful consideration 
of oar weakness ; then comes a prayer against persecution^ 
the Doxologj, responses to Christ for pity and protection, 
a prajer for deliverance from evil and grace to serve God ; 
concluding with the prayer of St Chrjsostom, which, for 
beautiful and simple language, combined with comprehen- 
siveness of character, stands unrivalled. 

The Lesser Benediction closes this admirable and peculiar 
office of our Church, and concerning which it has been said, 
" that as, in the Liturgy, we worship God in the beauty of 
holiness, so, in the Litany, we worship Him in the perfec- 
tion of beauty." — Dr. Bisse* 

** This form of prayer is very ancient ; such a kind of 
supplication was David's Litany in the 6l8t Psalm, and also 
the Litany we read of in Joel, ii. 17., when in a general as- 
sembly the priests were to weep between the porch and the 
altar, and to say, ^ Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not 
thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over 
them;' and such was the Litany of our Blessed Saviour, 
which he thrice repeated with strong crying and tears." — 
IVheailey. 



CHAP. XVL 

THE OCCASIONAL PBATERS, 



Geni3es: in the Scriptures it sig- 
nifies worshippers of false gods ; per- 
sons not Jews or Christians; hea- 
thens. 

Parliament^ literally a mutual dis- 
course or consultation ; the assembly 
of the general council of the nation, 
summoned by the King's authority, 
to enact and repeal laws, and con- 
sult on the affairs of the nation. 



Roman SetuOg, a councfl of elders ; 
an assembly or council of senators. 
The Roman senate was one of the 
most illustrious bodies of men that 
ever bore this name. 

SasioH, a sitting ; the time during 
which the Parliament sits ; the space 
of time between the first meeting 
and the prorogation. 



The Occasional Prayers consist of one for rain, one for fair 
weather, two in time of dearth and famine, one in time of 
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war and tomalts, o«e is time oi anj common plague or 
sickness, two for the Ember Weeks, a prayer that may be 
said after any of the former, a prayer for liie High Court of 
Parliament, and a prayer for all oonditioDS of men. The 
two first of these prayers, viz., those for rain and fair wea- 
ther, were placed at the end of 'the Communion Service in 
the first Prayer Book of Edward the ^xth ; the other four 
were added to his second book, in which they were all 
six placed as they now stand at the end of the Litany. But 
in the Prayer Books of Elizabeth and James, the second of 
the prayers in the time of dearth and £uaiine was omitted, 
and it was not inserted again until the restoration of £jng 
Charles the Second. The Ember Days are the Wednesday, 
Friday, and Saturday after the first Sunday in Lent^ after 
the feast of Whitsunday, and afler September 14ih, and 
December 13th. The Sundays immediately following Hiese 
are appointed according to ancient institution and tibe 
Canons of the Church, for the ordination <£ the clergy. 
Various meanings have been assigned for the origin of the 
term '* Ember Days ; " some suppoong that they are so called 
from a Saxon word signifying " a circuit," because they are 
periodically observed ; others referring it to a German 
word implying abstinence ; whilst some have considered it 
as synonymous with ashes, because these days are appointed 
to be kept as fasts. 

The prayer commencing " O God, whose nature and pro- 
perty," was first added in the Prayer Book of Queen Eliza- 
beth, and may very properly be said after any of the former 
prayers. " The prayer for the High Court of Parliament, to 
be read at both Morning and Evening Service during their 
Session," is placed next, and was added at the last review ;. 
the duty being not only in accordance with the Word of 
God, but also with the custom of the early Chureh. We 
find that the primitive Christians prayed for the Roman 
Senate, and that even the idolatrous Gentiles offered sacri- 
fices in behalf of their public councils. This prayer is still 
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do 



to be used if the Parliament is adjourned, but discontinued 
if prorogued. The collect for all conditions of men is the 
last of the Occasional Prayers, and was added at the last 
review ; previous to which, the Church had no general in- 
tercession for all conditions of men, except the Litanj. It 
is therefore ordered to be '^ used at such times when the 
Litany is not appointed to be read ; " and as it is added to 
supply the place of the Litany, it is sometimes called the 
Lesser Litany. There is a particular clause in it, to be said 
when any sick or afflicted persons desire the prayers of the 
congregation. Bishop Gunning, who was for some time 
Master of St John's College, Cambridge, is supposed to 
have composed this beautiful and comprehensive prayer, 
which, in its original form, was much longer than it is at 
present 



CHAP. XVII 



TH8 TBASKSQTVJSQB* 



Authorityt legal power to act, or 
enforce compliance to any establi^ed 
measure. 

Uniformiip, Act oft an Act passed 
in the reign of Charles the Second ; 
by it everv clergyman is obliged 
publicly and solemnly to declare nis 
assent and consent to the use of all 



things contained and prescribed in 
the Book of Common Prayer and the 
forms of Ordination. On the passing 
of this Act, many mistaken, but con- 
scientions, Protestants retired from 
the ministry of the Church. They 
objected to certain portions of the 
Prayer Book. 



The Thanksgivings are eight in number : viz., the General 
Tlianksgiving, for rain, for fair weather, for plenty, for peace 
and deliverance from our enemies, for restoring public peace 
at home, and two for deliverance from the plague or other 
common sickness. 

The General Thanksgiving is used both at Morning and 
£v6ning Service, and is a most distinct and appropriate form 
^ to render thanks for the great ben^ts we have received 
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&t God's hands, — our creation, preservation, and all Che 
blessings of this life, but above all, for our redemption bj 
Jesus Christ, our means of grace, and hopes of glory." Jt 
contains a special clause to be used when any that have 
been prayed for desire to return praise. This beautiful and 
admirable composition was placed in the Liturgy at the time 
of King Charles the Second's restoration, and is generally 
attributed to Bishop Sanderson. 

More particular thanksgivings being sometimes required, 
we are supplied with the others enumerated above. ** When 
the petitions which we may have offered up in any of the 
preceding Occasional Prayers have been granted, and our 
desires fulfilled; when either a calamity has been removed, 
or a blessing vouchsafed, it is evidently the intention of 
the Church that praise should be given to God, in the words 
of the appropriate thanksgivings here prescribed ; that is, in 
all cases where the ordinary form is not superseded by one 
that is special and enjoined by authority. 

'' Some of these thanksgivings are partly taken from ancient 
offices, and the whole are judiciously composed ; being not 
only well adapted to the occasions for which they are ap- 
pointed, but, like the preceding prayers with which they 
cor;*espond, as plain and perspicuous, as they are rational 
and devout." — Shepherd, 

They were composed in the reign of James the First, and 
added to the Litany ; in 1662 they were separated from it, 
and printed as they now appear, after having been sane* 
tioned by convocation, and authorized by the Act of Uni- 
formity. The duty here laid down by the Church is one so 
frequently enjoined by Holy Scripture, and so self-evident 
to every pious and reflecting mind, that no arguments are 
required to show its necessity. The histories of many of 
the Bible Saints supply numerous instances of devout thanks- 
giving to God, either after great ddiverances from temporal 
enemies, or when great mercies have been vouchsafed ; and 
the New Teetainent especially contains many passages. 
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proving that this duty is one of the great evidences of a 
religious life. " In everything give thanks, for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you." 1 Thess. 
V. 18. 



CHAP. xvm. 



THE COLLECTS, EPISTLES, AND GOSPELS. 



Arian Seretn/j so named from 
Ariosy who denied the Three Persons 
in the Holy Trinity to be of the same 
essence, and affirmed the Word to be 
a creature, and that there was a time 
when He was not. The heresy was 
condemned by the Council of Nicaa, 
A.D. 325. 

Attributes^ those qualities which 
belong to» and are inherent. Power 
and wisdom are attributes of God. 

EoUtles, letters sent 

^vangdiitt, the name given to St; 
Matthew, St Mark, St Luke, and 



St John, because they wrote the four 
Gospels. 

Goq>d, good news ; the name given* 
to a book written by an Evangelist 

Miracle^ a wonderful work, which 
can only be wrought by Almighty 
power. 

Missals (in the Romish Church), 
books containing the services of the 
Mass for the various days of the year. 

Sacramentaryf a book containing 
the Collects and the Communion 
Service. 



" The Collects are short, pious, and impressive prayers, 
collected out of the Holy Scriptures, beginning with such 
attributes of Grod as are proper and suitable to the petitions 
contained in them, and offered up in the name and through 
the mediation of Jesus Christ.'' — Dr. Hole. 

Most of them are very ancient, and are thought to have 
been selected by St Jerome ; but it is certain that Gelasiu^, 
who was Bishop of Rome A. d. 492, arranged the Collects 
which were then used, and added some new ones of his own, 
which were again corrected by Pope Gregory the Great in 
the year 600, whose Sacramentary contains most of the 
Collects we now use. " But our Reformers, observing that 
some of them were afterwards corrupted by superstitious 
alterations and additions, and that others were quite left out 
of the Roman Missals, and entire new ones, relating to their 
recent innovations^ added in their room; they therefore 
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examined every Collect strictly, and where they found any 
of them corrupted, there they corrected them ; where any 
new ones had been inserted, they restored the old ones ; 
and lastly, at the restoration, every Collect was again re* 
viewed, when, whatsoever was deficient was supplied ; and 
all that was but improperly expressed, rectified." — JVheatUy, 

The Epistles are certain portions of Scripture, selected 
for the most part from the writings of the Aposties, con- 
taining many excellent rules and precepts for instruction 
and comfort in all conditions. 

^^They are called Epistles, because they were sent as 
letters, by the Apostles, to the several Churches or places to 
which they are inscribed, for which reason they still retain 
the same namc^-^Dr. Hole. 

Though some few of these portions are taken from the 
Acts of the Aposties, and in a few instances from the books 
in the Old Testament, yet they are all called Episties, from 
the greater part. '' The Gospels are taken from the writings 
of the Four Evangelists, in which are related the life and 
actions of our Blessed Saviour, the doctrines He taught, 
and the miracles by which He confirmed them ; both which, 
being of great use for the strengthening of our faith and hope 
in Him, are piously ordered to be read every Lord's Day 
in the ears of the people." — Dr. Hole. Since all Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, the Gospels have no higher 
authority than the Epistles, but they are heard in a standing 
and skting posture respectively, with a view to evince a 
higher degree of reverence, for our Lord than for His 
Apostles. Probably the custom arose out of the Arian 
heresy, which rejected the Divinity of Christ. " For a like 
reason, it may have been determined to read the Epistle 
before the Gospel, in order that the teaching of the servants 
may prepare the way for that of their Lord." — Trollope. 

The practice of praising God before and after the Gospel 
is very ancient, and doubtless has reference to the great 
cause there is for praise and thanksgiving to God, " Who 
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hath brought light aad immortalitj- to life through the 
Groq>el." it is customary to sing ^ Glory be to Thee, O 
Lord," before the reading of the Gospel ; and in many 
churches, to sing *^ Thanks be to God for His Holy Gospel," 
after. Both of these were enjoined by rubric in the first 
Prayer Book of Edward the Sixth. The Church has ap- 
pointed these Epistles and Gospels with special regard to 
the time at which they are read. And it is admirable to 
see with what order and wisdom all things are disposed and 
arranged, that they may be the more suitable either for 
putting \a in mind what we are about, or what we have to 
do. 



CHAP. XIX. 



ADVENT TO THB EPIPHANT. 



Advent, from "venio," to come; a 
season, (including four Sundays be- 
fore Christmas) appointed by the 
Church to be kept holy, with re- 
ference to the coming of Christ in 
the flesh and His second coming to 
judge the world. 

UirUtmaSf ** a holyday or feast ; *' a 
festival of the Christian Church ob- 
served annually on the 25th De- 
cember, in memory of the birth of 
Christ. The festival includes twelve 
days. 

Circumciawn, a feast of the Church 
to commemorate the circumcision of 



Jesus Christ. Aa it is observed on 
January the 1st, it sometimes took 
the name of the ** Octave of Qhrist- 
mas." 

EcclewuHad, belonging to the 
Church. 

Martyrs, literally ** witnesses,'* 
those who lay down their life, or 
suffer death, for the sake of Christ or 
of religion. 

Mosaieal DUpemation^ the system 
of principles and rites enjoined by 
the laws of Moses ; the providential 
dealing of God with His chosen 
people. 



The whole ecclesiastical year is distinguished into two parts : 
the one, from Advent to Trinity Sunday, conunemorates 
our Blessed Saviour's sojourn here on earth ; the other, from 
Trinity Sunday to Advent, directs us to live after His 
example. Advent Sunday commences the ecclesiastical 
year, and is always the nearest Sunday to the Feast of 
St. Andrew, the 30th November. There are four Sundays 
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in Advent^ each having its suitable Collect, Epistle, and 
Gospel ; which are intended hj the Church to prepare us 
for a religious commemoration of the *^ Advent," or coming 
of Christ in the flesh. The diligent use of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, a prayerful attention to the words of God's ministers, 
and a humble request to Almighty God for the powerful 
assistance of His grace, are the especial means which the 
Church directs us to use as a preparation for the Second 
Advent of Christ 

Christmas Day always happens on the 25th December, 
and this great feast seems to have had its origin in the 
very earliest times of Christianity. ** On this festival we 
commemorate the Incarnation of the Son of God — that 
great mystery of godliness, — the prime pillar of our religion, 
and the firm foundation of all our hopes and expectations." 
-*-2>r. Hole, The Church both excites and assists our 
devotions by an admirable frame of offices suited to the 
day, including proper lessons, and proper Psahns. '^ The 
three Collects which succeed are for St. Stephen's Day, St. 
John the Evangelist's Day, and the Holy Innocent's Day ; 
which are commemorated on the three days following 
Christmas Day, because none are thought fitter attendants 
on Christ's Nativity than the blessed Martyrs, who have 
laid down their lives for Him, from whose birth they re- 
ceived spiritual life. And there being three kinds of mar- 
tyrdom : Ist, * In will and deed,' which is the highest ; 
2nd, 'In will,' but *not in deed;' 3rd 'In deed,' but 'not 
in will ;' in this order they attend : St Stephen first, who 
suffered martyrdom both in will and deed ; next St. John, 
who suflered martyrdom in will but not in deed, being 
miraculously delivered from the boiling cauldron into which 
he was put before Port Latin in Rome ; lastly, the Holy 
Innocents, who suffered in deed but not in will, yet are 
reckoned amongst the martyrs, because they suffered for 
Christ, whose praise these His witnesses confessed and 
showed forth, not in speaking but in dying." — Bp» Sparrow, 
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'' There is a Collect^ Epistle, and Gk)spel, for the Sunday after 
Christmas Day, because it was a custom among the primi- 
tive Christians to observe the Octave, or eighth day after 
their principal feasts, with great solemnity ; and upon every 
day between the feast and the Octave, as also upon the 
Octave itself, they used to repeat some part of that service 
which was performed upon the feast itselE" — Wheadey. The 
Feast of the Circumcision of Christ is celebrated upon the 
first day of January, eight days after Christmas, because we 
read, ^ that when eight days were accomplished for the cir« 
cumcising of the child, his name was called Jesus.** Luke 
ii. 21. This feast is ordained by the Church, to commemo- 
rate the active obedience of Jesus Christ in fulfilling all 
righteousness, and by that means abolishing the severe com-* 
mands of the Mosaical dispensation, and putting us under 
the easier terms of the Gospel. 



CHAP. XX. 



EPIPHANT TO LENT. 



Empkany^ ' firom a Greek word sig- 
nifying a *< manifestation ; *' a feast 
of the Church in commemoration of 
the manifestation of the Gospel to 
the Gentile world. 

Sqriuagenfna^ ** seventy,** so called 
because in round numbers it is se- 
venty days before Easter. 

SexoffemnOf ** sixty/* so called be- 



cause in ronnd numbers it is sixty 
days before Easter. 

Quinquagesima, ** fifty," so called 
because in round numbers it is fifty 
days before Easter. 

Quadragesima, "forty," now ob- 
solete. 

Shrove Tuesday, see account in the 
Chapter below. 



Ths Feast of the Epiphany, which ahnost immediately 
succeeds on the sixth of January, has been observed from 
very early times. The term is derived from a Greek word 
which signifies a ^^manifestation," and the Church cele- 
Ij^rates this feast to show our gratitude to God, in mani-. 
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festiBg the Grospel to the Gentile world, and youchBttftng to 
them equal privileges with the Jews, who had hitherto been 
His peouliar people. The first instance of this Divine 
favour was in declaring the Birth of Christ to the wise men 
of the East Matt iL 9. There are six Sundays after the 
Epiphanj appointed bj our Church, but these are not all 
observed every year, the number of them being specified in 
a special column in the Calendar, and which are regulated 
by the festival of Easter. Should Easter Day happen early, 
a^^ it sometimes does, then only one or more of these Sun- 
days are observed, the remainder being observed between 
the last Sunday after Trinity and Advent, when their re- 
spective Collects, Epistles, and Gospels are used. 
. The rubric directs, '^ If there be any more Sundays be- 
fore Advent Sunday, the service of some of those Sundays 
that were omitted after the Epiphany shall be taken in to 
supply so many as are here wanting. And if there be fewer, 
the overplus may be omitted : provided that the Collect, 
Epistle, and Gospel for the twenty-fifth Sunday after 
Trinity shall always be used upon the Sunday next before 
Advent** 

The design of the Church in the services for the Sundays 
after the Epiphany, is to endeavour to manifest the Divinity 
of Christ, by recounting in the Gospels some of His first 
miracles and manifestations of His Deity. In the Epistles 
we are excited to imitate Christ as far as we can, and to 
manifest ourselves His disciples by a constant practice of 
all Christian virtues. The succeeding Collects are those for 
Septuagesima, Sexagesima, and Quinquagesima Sundays. 
Among the several reasons given for the names of these 
Sundays, the most probable seems to be this : the first Sun- 
day in Lent being forty days before Easter, was for that 
reason called Quadragesima Sunday (this name, however, 
is now not used) ; and fifty being the next round number 
above forty, as sixty is to fifty, and seventy to sixty, there- 
fore the Sundays immediately preceding the first Sunday in 
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Lent were called Quinquagesima, Sexagesimal and Septua- 
gesima Sundays, respectively. 

The observance of these days, and the weeks following, is 
as ancient as the times of Gregory the Great. *' The design 
of them is to call us back from our Christmas feasting 
and joy, in order to prepare ourselves for fasting and hu- 
miliation in the approaching time of Lent ; from thinking 
of the manner of Christ's coming into the Tirorld, to reflect 
upon the cause of it, viz., our own sins and wickedness. 
S(»ne of the more devout Christians observed the whole 
time, from the first of these Sundays to Easter, as a season 
of humiliation and fasting ; tliough the generality of the 
people did not begin their fast till Ash Wednesday." — 
Wheathy. The Epistles and Gospels for these Sundays are 
exceedingly appropriate, enjoining and reccnnmending the 
practice of those virtues which are the sure tokens of 
sincere repentance. 

The Tuesday after Quinquagesima Sunday (that is the 
day before Ash Wednesday) is generally called Shrove 
Tuesday ; a name given to it from the old Saxon words, 
shrwe^ shrifty or shrovey which signify "to confess;" it 
being a constant custom amongst the Roman Catholics to 
confess their sins on this day, in order to receive the Blessed 
Sacrament, and thereby qualify themselves for a more 
religious observance of the holy season of Lent immediately 
ensuing. But this in process of time was turned into sports, 
feasting, and merriments, which in Roman Catholic countries 
are carried to great excess even to the present day. The 
prevalent custom of making pancakes on this day, in our 
own country, may be traced to the same source. 
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CHAP. XXL 



LENT* 



Aah Wednesday f see Chap, below. 

Commination Service, Bee Chap. 
XXVIII. 

Diocese, ** province or admmistra- 
tion;" the circuit or ext«nt of an 
archbishop or bishop's jurisdiction; 
an ecclesiastical division sabject to a 
bishop. 

Lent, see Chapter below. 
- - Fetuinee, ** to suffer pain ;" the suf- 
fering, labour, or pain, to which a 
person voluntarily subjects himself, 
or which ia imposed on him by au- 



thority as a punishment for his 
faults^ or as an expression of peni- 
tence, such as fasting, self-torture, 
&c Penance is one of the Seven 
Sacraments of the Romish ChnrdL 

Penitential Psalms, Psalms penned 
by David on some occasion of special 
humiliation for the confession of his 
sins and averting God's wrath. The 
seven penitentiu Psalms are the 6th, 
82nd, 38th, dlst, 102nd, 130th, and 
143rd. 



The solemn season of Lent commences upon Ash Wednes- 
day and continues for forty days, in allusion to the fast of 
our Blessed Lord in the wilderness for forty days. It has 
always been a custom from the very first ages of Chris- 
tianity, for Christians to set apart a special season for morr 
tification and self-denial, as a preparation for the feast of 
Easter. Irenaeus, who liyed but ninety years after St. John, 
and who had conversed familiarly with Polycarp, as Polycarp 
had with St. John, has left us evidence that such a season 
was not only observed in his time, but previously. Lent is 
derived from an old Saxon word signifying " spring ; ** this, 
therefore, is the Spring Fasty to remind us of our Saviour's 
sufferings, which terminated at His resurrection. 

Ash Wednesday obtained its name from a custom in the 
ancient discipline of the Church, which began very early to 
be practised on this day. Gratian, a. d. 1131, gives us the 
following account : — *-* On the first day of Lent the penitents 
were to present themselves before the bishop, clothed with 
sackcloth, with naked feet, and eyes turned to the ground : 
and this was to be done in the presence of the principal of 
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the clergy of the diocese, who were to judge of the sincerity 
of their repentance. These introduced them into the Church, 
where the bishop, all in tears, and the rest of the clergy, 
repeated the seven penitential Psalms. Then rising from 
prayers, they threw ashes upon them, and covered their 
beads with sackcloth ; and then with mournful sighs declared 
to them, that as Adam was thrown out of paradise, so they 
must be thrown out of the Church. Then the bishop com- 
manded the officers to turn them out of the church-doors ; 
and all the clergy followed after, repeating that curse upon 
Adam, ^' In the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat thy bread." 
The like penance was inflicted upon them the next time the 
Sacrament was administered, which was the Sunday follow- 
ing. And all this was done to the end that the penitents, 
observing how great a disorder the Church ly^as in, by reason 
of their crimes, should not lightly esteem of penance." — 
Wheatley, 

Our Church has substituted for this severe, but, in those 
ages, salutary discipline, a very suitable office, called the 
Commination Service, which is treated of in its proper 
place. In the ordinary Morning and Evening Service, pro- 
per penitential Psalms are appointed, especially bearing upon 
the duty and necessity of repentance ; while the Commina- 
tion Service tends to humble and abase the soul before (rod, 
and encourage those feelings of sincere and deep contrition, 
wliich the Church desires at this especial season to foster. 
There are six Sundays after Lent, the last being called in 
the Prayer Book the " Sunday next before Easter." The 
Collects, Epistles, and Gospels for these Sundays are es- 
pecially applicable to the season, although they do not form 
a part of the Lent fast, as all Sundays are regarded as 
festivals by the Church. 

In computing, therefore, the forty days of Lent, these Sun- 
days are to be deducted, the number of fast days being made 
up by supplying the days between Ash Wednesday and the 
first Sunday in Lent. 
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CHAP. XXIL 



PASSION WEEK. 



Good Fridoff, the Friday before 
Easter Sunday. It ia considered by 
the Charch as the most solemn fiist, 
and derives its name from the blessed 
effects of our Saviour's sufferings, 
whereby he obtained eternal redemp- 
tion for man. 

Mawndy Thunday, the day before 
Good Frid^, being the day upon 
which our Lord instituted the Holy 
Sacrament of His Body and Blood. 



Po/m Stmday, the Studay aezt 
before Easter, so called from palm 
branches being strewed on the road 
by the multitude, when our Saviour 
made His triumphal entry into Je- 
rusalem. 

Paanon Week, the week before 
Easter, called so by Christians, be- 
cause in it oar Saviour's paasion and 
death happened. 



The fourth Sunday in Lent is called Mid-lent Sunday. 
Sometimes it is also called ** the Sunday of refection or 
refreshment," probably because the Gospel treats of our 
Saviour's miracle in feeding the five thousand. ^ The Sun- 
day next before Easter is generally called * Palm Sunday,' 
in commemoration of the Saviour's triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, when the multitude that attended him strewed 
palm branches in his way : in remembrance of which, palms 
nsidd to be carried with us upon this day till the second year 
of King Edward the Sixth."— JVheatley. The week follow- 
ing is called Passion Week, because, during this week, the 
Church brings before us, in her daily services, the sufferings 
and death of our Lord Jesus Christ 

^' It was anciently called the Great Week, sometimes the 
Holy Week, because it has a larger and longer service than 
any other week $ a special service being appointed for every 
dky, in which are rehearsed at large the sulferitigs qH Christ 
as they are described by the I\>ur EvangeEsts ; that by hear- 
ing and reading the history of His passion, we may be better 
prepared for the mystery of His resurreotion ; that by His 
rising from the dead, we may be qui^ened to newness of 
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life."— i>r. Hole. The Collect for the Sunday before Easter 
is used on the four following dajs until Good Friday ; the 
Epistles for each day are very suitable to the solemn season ; 
and the Grospels are the accounts which the Evangelists 
give of our Saviour's passion, each read as they stand in 
order ; St. Matthew's account on Sunday ; St Mark's on 
Monday and Tuesday ; St. Luke's on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day ; and St. John's on Grood Friday. 

The Thursday before Easter is called Maundy Thursday^ 
supposed to be derived from the Saxon word ^^mand," a 
basket, because on this day princes used to give alms to the 
poor from their baskets ; or from " dies mandati," the day of 
command, because on this day our Saviour gave his great 
mandate^ — ^that we should love one another. It is customary 
for l^e Sovereign of England, either personally or by 
almoner, to distribute alms on this day, to a certain number 
of poor persons at WhitehalL 

GkK)d Friday received its name from the blessed effects of 
the Saviour's sufferings, which are the ground of all our joy 
in this world, and the hope of all our happiness in the world 
to come. 

The commemoration of the crucifixion and death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ has been kept from the very first ages of 
Christianity, and was always observed as a day of ih& 
strictest fasting and humiliation. ^ The Church hath wisely 
framed three Collects to be used on this day, teaching us 
' that we ore bound, by no common obligation, to exercise 
towards all the most enlargedc harity, and to give practical 
evidence of gratitude for our own advantages under the 
Gospel, by a tender compassion for those who have either 
rtqjected, or as yet remain ignorant of them."-^<!tme«. In 
the fibrst Common Prayer Book of Edward the Sixth, the 
£r8t of these Collects only was read at Morning Prayers ; the 
other two at the Conununion. The Epistle and Gospel are 
especially suitable to the day, the latter being properly taken 
fnytxk St John, raiher than ftny other Evangelist, because he 
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was the only one that was present at the crucifixion, and 
stood bj the cross while others fled ; and therefore his tes- 
timony is read, as he was an eje-witness of those bitter 
pangs which the Saviour endured for fallen man. Proper 
Psalms and proper lessons are appointed for this day. 



CHAP. xxm. 



EASTEB. 



Easter, See aocoupt below. 

Low Sunday, upon the Octave of 
the first Sunday after Easter Day, it 
was the custom of the early Church 
to repeat some part of the solemnity 
which was used upon Easter Day; 
whenee this . Sunday took the name 
of Low Sunday, being celebrated as 
a feast, though of a lower degree 
than Easter Day itself. 

Octave, the eighth dav after any 
principal festival of the Church. It 



was thought .that the subject and 
occasion of these high festivals called 
for their being lengmened out in this 
manner ; and the l>eriod of eight 
days was chosen, because the Jews 
celebrated their greater feasts, some 
for seven da^rs, and the feast of taber- 
nacles for eight days. In ancient 
times it was customary to observe 
these days with much devotion, in- 
cluding the whole period also, fi^m 
the festival to the Octave. 

These is a separate Collect, Epistle, and Gospel for the day, 
which intervenes between Good Friday and Easter Day, 
which is called Easter Even. This day in the early Church 
was observed as a strict fast, and was celebrated with more 
than ordinary devotions and watchings. The Church hath 
wisely set aside all those ceremonies and useless solemnities 
which characterized the worship of the Eastern and West- 
em Churches on this day; but, for the exercise of the 
devotion of her children, she retains as much of the prinGu- 
tive discipline as she can, and in the Collect reminds iis of 
our conforming to Christ's death, by being baptized into it, 
and likewise of our conforming to his resurrection by mor- 
tifying our corrupt affections, whence we are taught to pray 
that we may pass through the grave to a joyful resurrection 
for the merits of our Saviour. '/ The Epistle is designed to 
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make us conformable to Christ, as weQ in his sufferings as 
in his glory. The Gk)6pel gives us a relation of his burial, 
with the circumstances that attended it" — Dr. Hole. 

Easter Daj was ancientlj called <<the great day,** and 
^< the feast of feasts," and was observed with the greatest 
solemnity. The term Easter is derived from the Saxon 
word "oster," which signifies "to rise," and is therefore 
called Easter Day, or the day of the Resurrection. The 
following distinctions characterize the religious worship of 
this day. The anthem " Christ our Passover " is used instead 
of the '^Yenite ; " proper Psalms and lessons are appointed 
to be read both at Morning and Evening Service ; the Atha- 
nasian Creed is substituted for the Apostles' Creed; and 
there is a special preface for this day to be used in the ad- 
ministration of the Holy Communion. The rubric enjoins 
that every parishioner shall communicate at Easter. 

The great solemnity of the Easter festival is shown by 
the care the Church has taken to set apart the two following 
days (Easter Monday and Tuesday) for the exercise of 
religious duties, to the end that we may have leisure to con- 
firm our faith in the great article of our Saviour's Resurrec- 
tion. There is a separate Epistle and Gospel for each of 
these days, the Collect for Easter Day being used on both 
occasions. Among the primitive Christians, joyful solem- 
nities were continued throughout the week ; and it was 
customary at this season to administer the Sacrament of 
Baptism, which was not administered at any other time 
during the year, with the exception of Whitsuntide, and 
when necessity demanded. The Church has appointed ^v« 
Sundays after Easter^ which correspond to the forty days 
which the risen Saviour spent ammagst men previous to his 
ascension into heaven. The first Sunday after Easter, tha 
Octave^ was ancientiy called "Low Sunday," being cele- 
brated as a feast, though of a lower degree than Easter Day 
itself. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



BOGATIOK SUNDAY AND ASCENSION DAT. 



Parishes^ a parish is that drcuit of 
gtotmd, wMoh is committed to the 
charge of a clergyman, luiving the 
cure of souls therein. There are 
nearly ten thottSfmd of them. Cam- 
den says England was divided into 
parishes by Archbishop Honorius, 
about A. 9. 6S0. 



Delia; in the lesson this evidently 
means, the boundaries of another 
man's territory. 

HomiUeSt two books of plain dis- 
oeurses, composed soon aft^ the Re- 
formation, and appointed to be read 
in churches, on any Sunday or Holy- 
day, when there is no sermon. 

Orleans, Council of, A. D. 511. 

The fifth Sunday after Easter is called Bogation Sunday, 
from the Latin yerb ^ rogo,^ I ash^ because during the three 
days intervening between it and Ascension Day (that is on 
the following Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday) certain 
rogations or extraordinary prayers, with supplication and 
fasting, were observed at this season during the earlier ages 
of the Church, not only to prepare the minds of her people 
to celebrate with lowliness the coming festival of the As- 
cension, but also to implore God's favour upon the fruits of 
the earth now springing up. Th^y were established about 
the middle of the fifth century, by Mamercus, Bishop of 
Yienne ; and in the beginning of the »xth century the first 
Council of Orleans appointed that they should be annually 
observed. At the Reformation^ when aU processions were 
Abolished, by reason of the abuse of thean, yet, for retaining 
the perambulation of the circuits ofparishes^ it was ordered, 
*' that the people shall once a year^ at the time accustomed, 
with the Curate and substantial men of the parish, walk 
about the parishes, as they wero accustomiedj and at. their 
return to church make their common prayers^ Provided 
that Ihe Curate, in the said common perambulations, used 
heretofore in the days of rogations, at certain convenient 
places shall admonish the people to give thanks to God, in 
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the beholding of God's benefits, for the increase and abun- 
dance of his fruits upon the face of the earth, with the say- 
ing of the Hundred and fourth Psahn. At which time also, 
the same minister shall inculcate this and such like sen- 
tences : — " Cursed he he who transgresseth the hounds and 
doles of his neighhour" or such other order of prayer as shall 
be hereafter appointed. (Injunction of Queen Elizabeth.) 

No such prayers, indeed, have been published, but there is a 
homily appointed which is divided into four parts, — ^the three 
first to be used upon the rogation days, and the fourth upon 
the day when the parishioners make their procession. "Forty 
days after his Resurrection, our Blessed Saviour publicly 
ascended with our human nature into heaven, and presented 
it to God, who placed it at His own right hand ; and by the 
reception of those first-fruits, sanctified the whole race of 
mankind." — Wheatley, As a thankful remembrance of 
those benefit-s and privileges which the Ascension of Christ 
has secured for us, the Church has, from the very com- 
mencement of Christianity, set apart this day for their com- 
meitioration ; and the proper Psabns and lessons, as well as 
the Collect, Epistle, and Gospel, are wdl calculated to 
engage the mind to reflect upon those inestimable blesnngs 
which the exaltation of Christ hath obtained for us. As- 
cension Day is also called Holy Thursday. 

The following week is sometimes called " Expectation 
Week," because the Apostles continued in earnest prayer, 
and expectation of the prcnnised Comforter. This week 
embraces the Sunday after Ascension Day. 
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CHAP. XXV. 



WHITSUNDAY AND TRINITT SUNDAY 



ArianSf followers of Alius. See 
Chap. XVIII. 

ApoiOu, those ^sent forth" to 
preach. The term is now generally 
applied to those first Bishops of the 
Churcli, who received their com- 
mission from our Blessed Lord him- 
self. 

Heretics, they who hold and avow 
religious opinions, contrary to the 



doctrines of Sajptare,— the only 
rule of faith and practice. 

I*eni€cost, ** the fiftieth ;" a solemn 
festival of the Jews, so called because 
it was celebrated fifty days after the 
feast of the PaSBOver. Lev. xziiL 
15 16. It corresponds with the 
Church's festival of Whitsaiitide» 
which is sometimes called by the 
same time. 



Th£ feast of Whitsunday in the Christiaii Church cor- 
responds to that of Pentecost in the Jewish Church, because 
it is observed fifty days after Easter. On this day the 
Church commemorates that wonderful descent of the Holy 
Ghost upon the Apostles in the shape of cloren fiery tongues* 
(Acts, ii.) '^ As to the name, the most received opinion is 
that the word is at length Whiteni/nday^ so called from 
the trhite garments worn by the persons baptized in the 
ancient. Church, fo;r the administering of which sacrament, 
Easter, and this, and the Sundays between, were the most 
solemn seasons."-— i>ea;» Stanhope. The reason why this 
was a special baptizing season was, because the Apostles 
were on. this day baptized with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire; and on this day three thousand were baptized after 
St. Peter's sermon. (Acts, ii.) 

The same harmony of Collect, Epistle, and Grospel, that 
characterizes the other feasts of the Church, may be 
accorded to this. Proper Psalms and lessons, the reading 
of the Athanasian Creed, and the preface in the Holy Com- 
munion, are the distinguishing features of the public worship 
on this day. The Monday and Tuesday in Wbitsun Week 
are appointed by the Church to be kept holy ; and the same 
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remarks are applicable to these days which have already 
been made with respect to Easter Monday and Tuesday. 
(See Chap. XXTTT.) The Epistles and Gospels are ancient; 
both the former are concerning the baptism of converts 
(this being, as has been already stated, one of the more 
solemn times appointed for baptism), and concerning their 
receiring of the Holy Ghost by the hands of the Apostles 
^this being also a time for confirmation, which was always 
performed by the imposition of hands). 

In all the ancient Liturgies Trinity Sunday was regarded 
as the Octave of Pentecost ; but when the Arians and other 
heretics spread their false doctrines over the world, the 
wisdom of the Church deemed it fit, that the Holy Trinity 
should form the solemn subject of one particular day*s 
meditation. '^Notwithstanding, on each day, and especially 
Sundays, the Church celebrates the praises of the Trinity 
in her doxologied, hymns, creeds, &c. ; yet the wisdom of the 
Church thought it meet that such a mystery as this, though 
part of the meditation of each day, should be the chief ' 
subject of one, and this to be the day. 

^ The Church having solemnized, in an excellent order, all 
the high feasts of our Lord, and, after that, of the descent of 
God's Spirit upon the Apostles, thought it a thing most 
reasonable to conclude these great solemnities with a festival 
of full, special, and express service to the Holy and Blessed 
Trinity." — Bishop Sparrow. 

I^per lessons, the Athanasian Creed, and a preface in 
ihe Holy Communion, distinguish the services of this day ; 
and the Collect, Epistle, and Gospel have special reference 
to the profound mystery which the Church on this day com- 
memorates. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 



SUKDATS AVTER TRIKITT. 



Miracle, literally a ** wonderful 
work;" but it more appropriately 
signifies an effect contrary to the 
course of things, a supernatural 
work. 

Providence, the care and superin- 
tendence which God exercises over 
His creatures ; sometimes it signifies 
God. 

BedemptUm, the ransom of sinners 



from the bondage of sin and the pe- 
nalties of God's broken law, by the 
Atonement of Christ 

St, PauTs JFritinge, the Epistles 
written by thisApostle to the Ghnrches 
he had established, or the persons he 
had converted. The New Testament 
contains fourteen of St Paul's Epis- 
tles. 



These are twentj-five Collects^ Epistles, and Gospels 
after Trinity appointed by the Church to fill up the period 
which elapses before the return of Advent. " The Church 
hath now finished the celebration of the high festivals, and 
thereby run, as it were, through a great part of the Creed, 
by setting before us, in an orderly manner, the highest 
mysteries of our redemption by Christ on earth, till the day 
He was taken up into heayen, with the sending down of the 
Holy Ghost at Pentecost. The services, therefore, of the 
remaining Sundays until Advent are, as it were, so many 
echoes and reflections upon the mystery of Pentecost, the 
life of the Spirit, or as trumpeters for preparation to meet 
our Lord at his second coming." — Bishop Sparrow, 

" The whole time from Advent to Trinity Sunday is 
chiefly taken up in commemorating the principal acts of 
Providence in the great work of our redemption; and 
therefore such portions' of Scripture are appointed to be 
read as are thought most suitable to the several solemnities, 
and most likely to enlighten our understanding and con- 
firm our faith in the mysteries we celebrate. But, from 
Trinity Sunday to Advent, the Grospels are not chosen as 
peculiarly proper to this or that Sunday (for that could 
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only be observed in the greater festivals), but such passages 
are selected out of the Evangelists as are proper for our 
meditation at all times, and may singularly conduce to the 
making us good Christians." — Wheatley, 

The Epistles are for the most part taken from St. Paul's 
writings consecutively, and consist of frequent exhortations 
to the practice of all Christian virtues, beautifully harmo- 
nizing with the Gospels and the substance of the Collects. 
The portion of Scripture appointed for the last Sunday's 
Epistle, is taken from Jeremiah, xxiii. 5., for a manifest 
reason. " The twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity is always 
regarded as a kind of preparation or forerunner to Advent ; 
an Epifitle, therefore, was chosen, which so clearly foretold 
the coming of our Saviour, that it was afterwards applied to 
him by the common people, as appears by an instance 
mentioned in the Crospel for this day ; for when they saw 
the miracle that Jesus did, they said, ^ This is of a truth 
that prophet that should G(»ne into the world.' And it was 
probably for the sake of this text that this portion of Scrip- 
ture (which has before been appointed for the Gospel on 
the fourth Sunday in Lent) is here repeated ; viz., because 
this inference of the multitude was considered a fit pre- 
paration for the approaching season of Advent." — Wheadey. 

Although there are twenty-five Sundays specified after 
Trinity, yet these are not always observed. If there be 
fewer Sundays, the overplus is to be omitted ; but if there 
be more, the service of some of those Sundays that were 
omitted lifter the Epiphany are to be taken in to supply so 
many as are wanting. (See Chap. XX.) 
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CHAP. XXVIL 



THE SAINTS DATS. 



. An^ literally **a messenger." 
The title is generally given in Scrip- 
ture to those spiritual beings whom 
God emoloyB in the afbirs of men. 

Hofyaaiff the day of some ecclesi- 
astical festival kept holy by the 
Church. 



Samlf a person, either in the flesh 
or out of it, who is, or has been, emi- 
nent for piety. The Apostles in tiieir 
Epistles use this word simply for 
baptized believers, that is, for tXL 
Christians. 



The remainder of the Collects, Epistles, and Gospels 
after the twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity are for Saints* 
and other Holydays, which happen at various times during 
the year, and which are arranged in the following order : — 
St Andrew, St. Thomas, the Conversion of St. Paul, the 
Purification of the Blessed Virgin, St. Mark, St. Philip and 
St. James, St. Barnabas, St. John the Baptist, St. Peter, 
'St. James, St. Bartholomew, St Matthew, St. Michael and 
All Angels, St. Luke, St Simon and St Jude, and AH 
Saints. With respect to these days, it may be observed, 
that the primitive Christians (besides those solemn festivals 
whereon they celebrated the mysteries of their Redemption) 
had certain days set apart, in commemoration of the blessed 
Apostles and Martyrs who had attested the truth of these 
mysteries with their blood; at whose graves they con- 
stantly met once a year, to celebrate their virtues^ and to 
bless God for their exemplary lives and glorious deaths, 
in order that others might be encouraged to follow their 
noble example. These assemblies gradually assumed a 
religious character, and were solemnized in their churches 
with so much care and strictness that it was considered 
profaneness to be absent from them. 

In after ages, however, the observance of these Holydays 
became -both superstitious and troublesome ; a number of 
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dead men's names, not very eminent in their lives, either for 
piety or morality, crowding the Calendar, and jostling out 
the festivab of the first saints and martyrs. But at the 
Reformation all these were thrown aside, and none "were 
retained except those who had done honour to the name of 
Christ, or who were famous in the Gospels. " Such, for 
instance, were the Twelve Apostles, who, being constant 
attendants upon our Lord, and advanced by him to that high 
order, have each of them a day assigned to their memory. 
St. John the Baptist and St. Stephen have the same honour 
done to them ; the first, because he was Christ's forerunner ; 
the other, upon account of his being the first martyr. 

^' St, Paul and St. Barnabas are commemorated upon ac- 
count of their extraordinary call ; St. Mark and St. Luke 
for the service they did Christianity by their Gospels ; the 
Holy Linocents, because they were the first that sufiered 
upon our Saviour's account, as also for the greater solemnity 
of Christmas — the birth of Christ being the occasion of 
their deaths. The memory of all other pious persons is 
celebrated together upon the festival of All Saints ; and, 
that people may know what benefits Christians receive by 
the ministry of Angels, the feast of St. Michael and All 
Angels is for that reason solemnly observed in the Church/' 
— ^ Wheatley. 

By the celebration of these festivals, it must not be sup- 
posed that the Church designs any adoration or worship to 
the Saints or Angels commemorated ; or that any benefits 
or blessings can be obtained from God by their aid. No ; 
these Holydays are set apart to benefit us, by directing our 
attention to their example, and to supply us with a power- 
ful incentive to diligent perseverance. " Li them we see 
the power of holiness brought into action. We find religion 
giving contentment under poverty, meekness under pro- 
vocation, patience under sufiering, courage in meeting 
death, and fortitude in enduring the pains of it."" — James. 
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CHAP. xxvm. 



THE HOLT COMHTTNION. 



Eucharittf literally "a, giving of 
thanks.** The Sacrament of the Lord's 
Sapper is genecaUy called by this 
name. 

Offertory^ those verses of Scrip- 
tore which are appointed to be read 
while the wardens or other fit per- 
sons are collecting the alma and of- 
ferings of the people. 

ParishumeTf one who belongs to 
aparish. 



ChurchwarderUf yery ancient offi- 
cers, to take care of the goods of the 
Church. They are the representatives 
of the parish, and are appointed by 
the minister, or elected by the pa- 
rishioners, to superintend the oharch, 
its property, and concerns, and the 
behaviour of the parishioners. For 
these and many other purposes they 
possess corporate powers. 

CbmiRtfiMconfo, they who partake 
of the Sacrament at the celebration 
of the Lord's Sapper. 

In the early Church this was commonly termed the "Eucha- 
rist" or " Thanksgiving," because this appropriately re- 
presents the character and nature of the Sacrament, which 
is regarded as the "Christian's sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving." The Holy Communion is a distinct office 
appointed for every Sunday, if there are a sufficient number 
of communicants. Li her rubrics and canons, the principal 
directions of the Church are : — " That those who intend to 
communicate, shall signify their name to the curate at least 
some time the day before ;" " that none shall be admitted to 
the receiving of the Holy Communion who are notoriously 
evil livers, or who are at open and malicious variance with 
their neighbours ; " " that at the time of Communion the 
table shall have a fair white linen cloth upon it ;" "that the 
minister shall give warning for its celebration upon the Sun- 
day or some Holyday immediately preceding, for the better 
preparation of his parishioners;" "that during the reading 
of the Offisrtory, the deacons or churchwardens shall receive 
the alms for the poor, and other devotions of the people, 
which shall be reverently brought to the priest, who shall 



THE HOLT COMMUNION. 59 

humblj present and place them upon the Holy Table;" 
** that. there be no celebration except there be four, or three 
at the least, to eommunicate with the minister ;" '^ that none 
shall be admitted to the H0I7 Communion until such time 
as he be confirmed, or be ready and desirous to be con- 
firmed ;" and ** that every parishioner shall communicate at 
the least three times in the year, of which Easter is to be 
ona" 

The service consists of three parts : the Ante-Communion, 
the Communion, and the Post-Communion. 

The Ante-Communion is that part which is appointed to 
be read on Sundays and Holydays, if there be no Commu- 
nion ; and is intended to remind us of our duty to re- 
eoiye the Blessed Sacrament, — some at least every Sunday ; 
and though we neglect our duty, it is fit that the Church 
should keep her standing. The first portions are, the LcH'd's 
Prayer, the Collect for Purity, the Decalogue, the prayers 
for the Sovereign, and the Nicene Creed. ^^In rehearsing 
the Commandments, the priest speaks as if from God, and 
therefore is ordered * to turn himself to the people ;' whilst 
Uiey receive them kneeling, the posture of reverence and 
submission to what God commands, and of humiliation for 
the breach thereof." — Dr. Bisse. 

The Ten Commandments were not appointed to be read 
in the first English Liturgy of 1549. They made no part 
of any ancient liturgy, nor are they read in the Communion 
office of any of the Reformed Churches except our own ; 
and in ours they were first introduced at the review of 
Edward's Liturgy, in 1552. After the Nicene Creed the 
rubric enjoins, — ^^ Then shall follow the sermon, or one of the 
homilies already set forth, or hereafter set forth by autho- 
nty. 

It was the custom of the primitive Church for the bishop 
or priest to make a discourse to the people at the termina- 
tion of the service ; and this custom was derived from Apos- 
tolical times, — ^for St Ambrose, a.d. 374, and St. Augustine, 
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A.D. 396» speak of this being the constant practice in their 
time. At the close of the sermon, the minister returns to 
the Lord's Table and begins the Offertorj, during the read- 
ing of a portion of which the deacons or churchwardens 
collect the alms which the congregation are invited to offer, 
for charitable or devotional purposes. The custom of 
making an oblation at the Communion is certainly Aposto- 
lical, as appears from 1 Cor. xvi. 2. : — " On the first dajr of 
the week let every one lay by him in store as God hath 
prospered him." " The sentences of Scripture, of which 
the Offertory is composed, are most happily chosen, with a 
view to include both the spiritual and temporal welfare of 
our brethren ; to point out the motives, and to show the 
disposition with which our contributions should be made.** 
— TroUope, The prayer for the Church Militant follows; 
and if there be ho Communion the minister subjoins any 
of the Collects at the end of the service ; after which the 
congregation is dismissed with the blessing, which is chiefly 
in the words of St. Paul. Phil. iv. 7. This closes the 
Ante-Communion office. When the Sacrament is adminis- 
tered, the priest is directed to place the bread and wine on 
the table at the conclusion of the Ofifertory. 



CHAP- XXIX. 



THB HOLT COMMUNION. 



Ante'Oomnmnionf that part of the 
Communion Service as far as the 
end of the prayer for the Church 
Militant; or, that portion which is 
read when the Holy Communion is 
not celebrated. 

Proper Prefaceit certain short oc- 
casional forms in the Communion 



Service which are introduced on 
particular festivals before the an* 
them : ** Therefore with angels," &c. 

Pott- Communion, that part of t^ 
Communion Service which com- 
mences after all have communicated. 

TVtMroitcm, or Th'-Monehu^ see 
Chap. XXX. 



Th£ service for the actual celebration of the Lord's Supper 
commences with a serious exhortation, in which the great 
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danger of unworthily communicating is set forth ; an invi* 
tation, confession, and absolution; Scriptural sentences, 
promising forgiveness on confession and repentilnce ; the 
proper prefaces for Christmas, Easter, Ascension Daj, Whit« 
sundaj, and Trinity; the Trisagium, or Tersanctus; an 
acknowledgment of our own unworthiness and the Divine 
mercies: this is followed by the prayer of consecration, 
and the distribution of the sacred elements. In the prayer 
of consecration we behold the creatures of bread and wine» 
and we desire that they may be made to us ^^ the Body and 
Blood of Christ ;" that, although they remain in substance 
what &ey were, yet, to the worthy receiver, they may be some- 
thing far more excellent, which nothing can effect but that 
Word which made all things out of nothing. By the act of 
consecration they become something which they were not 
before, viz., ^' visiUe signs of an inward and spiritual grace ;" 
and do not merely figure to us the breaking of Christ's 
Body, and the shedding of His Blood, but are a pledge of that 
inward and spiritual grace which they represent 

The minister officiating first communicates, and then pro- 
ceeds to administer to the other clergy present, in order that 
they may be at liberty to assist him. The communicants are 
to receive the Sacrament kneeling, because, as Bishop Wilson 
says, " no posture can be too humble when we are to receive 
a pardon, and a pardon which must deliver us from death 
eternal." '^ All the communicants in this heavenly feast are to 
approach in the posture of kneeling, as well to express their 
humility, and the sense they have of their own unworthi- 
ness, as that they may be in the posture of prayer ; for they 
have many petitions to put up all the time of the celebra- 
tion, for pardon, peace, and grace ; for themselves and their 
friends; for the Church, and for all mankind: so that if 
the posture were left at our liberty, no good man would 
do other than kneel; but we are more obliged so to do^ 
since our Church enjoins it, and all the well ordered charches 
in the world px^tise it ; for our Church declares we ador^ 
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Ohrist, not the bread ; and there is no inore reason to caQ 
it idolatry to kneel before the altar with the consecrated 
bread ufton it^ than to kneel before a desk on which a Bible 
is placed : and if the devout communicant lifts up hit heart 
to Jesus, he will never scruple to bow his knee to him also." 
— Dean Comber, 

When all have communicated in both kindsy the prayers 
of the congregation are resumed in the Post-Communion, 
which consists of the Lord's Pray^, an appropriate form of 
thanksgiving, and the " Gloria in Excelsis" (** Glory be to God 
on high**), the former part of which was sung by the Angels 
at our Saviour's birth ; and the latter part of it is generally 
ascribed to Telesphorus, a. d. 139. According to the pri- 
mitive practice of dismissing all religious assemblies with a 
blessing, the service then concludes with the usual benedic- 
tion. At the end of the whole office is added a protestation 
concerning the posture of kneeling at the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, and explaining the Church's notion of the 
manner in which die bread and. wine represent the Body 
and Blood of Christ. This was first added in the Second 
Book of King Edward the Sixth, but was laid aside upon 
Elizabeth's accession, and did not appear again until the 
last review. 



CHAP. XXX. 

THE PUBLIC BAPTISM OP DTPANTS. 



Benediction, literally " to speak 
Wttll ; ** a solemn act of blessing per* 
formed by the bishops and priests of 
the Church. 

Consecraiion, the solemn act of de- 
dicating any person or thing to a 
Divine service and use. 

Idolatry, the worship of idols, 
images, or anything made by hands, 
or which ia not Godr 



Protestation, 'a solemn declaration 
of dissent or difference of opinion. 

TersanctuSf or Trisagium, the Latin 
title of the hvmn in the Liturgy, be- 
ginning **With Angels and Arch- 
angels," &c. This celebrated anthem 
is pr^ably the most ancient and 
universally received of all Christian 
songs of praise. 



*' Thb Ministration of Public Baptism of Infknts to be used 
in Church/' is the first of the occasional oflced, and is placed 
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first in the Prajer Book, because it is the furst good office 
which the Church performs for sinful man after his birth ; 
and also because it is a sacrament, and therefore is far more 
important than the other offices which follow after. There 
are three offices for baptism, the first is the one mentioned 
above ; the second is '' the Ministration of Private Baptism 
of Children in Houses ;" and the third is " the Ministration 
of Baptism to such as are of riper Years, and able to answer 
for themselves." The Sacrament of Baptism was instituted 
by our Blessed Lord, and as it was by circumcision that the 
Jews were distinguished from th^ Grentiles, so it is by bap- 
tism that Christians are distinguished both from Jew8*and 
others. But this is not all, it is likewise a sign of regene- 
ration or new birth ; that is, whereas we are by nature 
bom in sin and children of wrath, we are hereby made the 
children of grace, children of Grod, members of Christ, and 
heirs of the kingdom of heaven. 

Baptism, therefore, is a covenanted admission into Chris- 
tianity ; it is the seal of a contract in which all the bless^ 
ings and privileges of the Gospel are on God's part condi- 
tionally promised to the persons baptized ; and they, on the 
other hand, engage, by a solemn profession and vow, to 
maintain the doctrines and observe the precepts of the 
Christian religion. <- As to the form of baptism, our Saviour 
only instituted the essential part of it ; viz. that it should 
be performed by a proper minister, with water, and in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. (Matt, xxviii. 
19.) But for the rites and circumstances of the admi- 
nistration of it, he left them to the determination of 
the Apostles and of the Church." — Dean Comber, There 
is no doubt that a form of baptism was very early agreed 
upon, because almost all churches in the world administer it 
after the same manner. With respect to the baptism of 
infants, it may be remarked, that under the Mosaic cove- 
nant, infants were commanded by God himself to be cir- 
cumcised when eight days old: it is not to be doubted, 
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therefore, but that, under the Christiaii dispensation and a 
better covenant. He would also have them to be baptised. 
And although there is no positive precept or decisive ex* 
ample of infant baptism in the New Testament, yet our 
Lord represents little children as patterns of His true dis- 
ciples (Matt. xix. 14) ; and to one so young that He raised 
him in His arms. He attributed the capability of '^ believing 
in Him." (Matt, xviii. 6.) 

In His last commission to His disciples (Matt, xxviii. 19.), 
He directed, them '^ to baptize all nations," from which 
general expression infant^ cannot be excluded ; and accord- 
ingly we read of the Apostles baptizing whole houses (Acts, 
xvi. 15.), which must surely have comprised children as well 
as adults. But there is one passage which, by comparison 
with other texts in Scripture, and from the interpretation 
of the ancients, shows most clearly that the baptism of in- 
fants has the sanction of Scripture. The passage is in the 
1 Cor. vii. 14 : — " Else were your children unclean, but now 
are they holy;" and it has been proved by Dr. Wall and 
other learned writers, that to sancHfyy or nui^ kofy^ was a 
common expression among the Jews for baptizing or wash- 
ing. The same expression is twice used by St Paul in this 
sense. (1 Cor. vi. 11. ; Eph. v. 26.) The testimony of the 
early Church is also conclusive as to the validity of infant 
baptism. 



CHAP. XXXL 
BAPTISM — continued. 



Sapeiim literal^, ** to wash ; " one 
of the two Sacraments which, accord- 
ing to the teaching of the Church, 
are generally necessary to salvation. 

Font, the vase or basin at which 
persons are baptized. For origin of 
the name see the chapter below. 



Godfathen and Cfodmoiher$f thev 
who answer for the child at the bap- 
tismal font. (See Sponsors.) 

Porch, a part of the church in 
which anciently considerable portions 
of the Marriage and Baptismal Ser- 
vices were performed. Being com* 
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meaced here, they were finished in 
thediurch. 

Bigenaraiionf literally a ** new 
birth," or ** being bom again ; " that 
change or inward and spiritual grace 
imparted at baptism expressed by 
our Catechism as a ** death unto sin, 
and a new birth unto righteousness ; 
for beinff by nature born in sin, and 
the children of wrath, we are bv 
baptism made the children of grace.** 

8pon»r$, so called because in bap- 
tism they respond or answer for the 



baptized. They are sureties, in yir- 
tue of the security given through 
them to the Church, that the bap- 
tized shall be ''virtuously brouffnt 
up to lead a godly and Christian 
life.** And fix>m the spiritual rela- 
tionship here created, by which a re- 
sponsibility almost parental is under- 
taken by the sureties in the future 
training of the baptized, the terma 
Godfather and Grodmother have taken 
their rise. 



The rubric enjoins '^ that the people be admonished that 
it is most convenient that Baptism should not be admin« 
istered but upon Sundays and other Holydays, when the 
most number of the people come together : as well for that 
the congregation there present may testify the receiving 
of them that be newlj baptized into the number of Christ's 
Church ; as also because in the Baptism of Infants every 
man present may be put in remembrance of his own 
profession made to God in his Baptism." 

The next rubric (which was added at the last review) is 
concerning the Godfathers and Godmothers. The Church 
orders, that for every male child there shall be two God- 
fathers and one Godmother ; and for every female, one 
Godfather and two Godmothers. The use of Sponsors in 
the Christian Church was derived from the Jews, and it is 
generally believed that the witnesses mentioned by Isaiah 
(Isaiah, viii. 2.) at the naming of his son were of the same 
nature as these sureties. Their duty is a most important 
one, viz., to provide for the religious education of the child, 
until he is able to take upon himself those promises which 
they undertook for him. '^ Clear water is to be used, because 
that is the element appointed by our Saviour as an essential, 
without which the Sacrament cannot be administered ; and 
it ought to be pure, both in regard to decency, and to the 
spiritual signification of it, as employed to wash away sins." 
— Archdecuion Yardley, 

This water is placed in the fonl^ so called because, in 
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ancient times, the rites of baptism were performed in 
fountains (Lat ^^ fens'*) and rivers; the converts being 
many, and there not being suitable places set apart for the 
performance of this sacrament ^ Hiese fonts, or baptis- 
teries, were set at first some distance from the church ; after, 
in the church porch ; and that significantly, because baptism 
is the entrance into the Church mystical, as the porch is to 
the church. At the last they got into the church, but not 
into every, but the city church, where the Bishop resided, 
;:hence called ' the Mother Church,' because it gave spiritual 
birth by baptism; afterwards they were brought into rural 
: churches." — Bishop Sparrow, 

At the administration of this sacrament the infiant is 
received into the Church, and '^ signed with the sign of the 
cross ** in token ^ that hereafter he shall not be ashamed to 
eonfess the faith of Christ crucified, and manfully to fight 
under his banner, against sin, the world, and the devil; 
and to continue Christ's faithful soldier and servant unto 
his life's end." This mark of the Lord Jesus (Gal. vi. 17.) 
has been in use from the earliest ages of Christianity, and 
was retained as a very proper and significant emblem, when 
other forms connected with Bomish superstition and cor- 
ruption were removed. At the same time the Church dis- 
iinctly affirms, that it ^' oonstitates no part of the substance 
of the sacrament, nor adds anything to the virtue and per* 
fection of it." "The servants of God are described in 
Scripture (Rev. vii. 2. ix. 4.) as having the seal of Grod on 
their foreheads, in allusion to an ancient custom of marking 
slaves J and it was probably with reference to this circum- 
stance that signing with the cross was first introduced." — 
TyoUope. 
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CHAP. xxxn. 

BAPTISM — concluded. 



Distent, a general term used to 
signify the doctrines of those who 
have severed themselyes from the 
Established Church. 

Esteniiab, the first principles ; the 
chief. points; those things which are 
the most important 

Lay Bapdam, baptism adminis- 



tered by persons not in. holy orden, 
that is, by lavmen. 

Pak, hterally an encloeore^ a spaae 
or limit; hence we say the pale ^ 
the Church, which really signifies 
one of the body of the Church. 

SolemnitieSf a ritual performance 
attended with religious reverence. 



*' The Church concludes the ministration of this sacra- 
ment bj affirming, that as infants rightly baptized are born 
again of the Holy Ghost and put into a state of salvation, 
it necessarily follows that children rightly baptized are 
undoubtedly saved, if they die before the commission of 
actual sin. For without this it is impossible that they 
should forfeit the benefits of the covenant of which they are 
made partakers by baptism." — Dr. Bennett, Although the 
Church prescribes the font for the place, and Sundays and 
Holydays for the usual times of baptism, yet, in cases of 
necessity, she permits and provides that a child may be 
baptized in any decent place, at any time ; in such case the 
essentials only, not the solemnities, being performed. 

" The Office for the Ministration of Private Baptism of 
Children in Houses " is ordained for this object, but is not 
intended to supersiede the Office for Public Baptism ; for if 
the child Uves, it is to be brought to the church, that the 
minister may duly receive it into the congregation of the 
fdithfuL In the rubric preceding this office the Church 
' provides that none but a minister duly ordained presume to 
administer this holy sacrament, as it is a great sin for an 
unordained person to assume the ministerial office without 
any warrant. For even if the child is in great danger, we 
may be sure that its salvation may be as safe in God's mercy 
without any baptism, as with such a one as He has neither 
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commanded nor made anj promises to ; so that if there is 
not an opportunitj to have baptism administered bj one 
dulj commissioned, it is liiach better to leave it undone than 
sanction lay-baptism. 

We had no office in our Liturgy for the ^ Baptism of 
Persons of riper Years " until the last review. For though 
in the infancy of Christianity adults were genercdly the 
subjects of baptism ; yet, after the several nations that have 
been converted were become Christian, baptism was always 
JEidministered to children. So that when the liturgy was 
first compiled, an office for adults was not necessary. But, 
by the growth of Dissent during the Rebellion, the want of 
such an office was plainly perceived. For which reason the 
Commissioners appointed to review the Prayer Book drew 
up this office, which is very useful in the case of converts, 
or of those who are desirous to join the Church, after having 
spent their previous life without its pale. 

The baptism of adults is performed in the same manner 
and order as the baptism of infants, except that the Gospel 
and Exhortation are changed for others more suitable and 
proper. The persons to be baptized being able to make the 
requisite profession in their own persons, the minister is 
ordered to put the questions to them, which they are to 
answer ; as it is expected that they have been previously 
instructed in the principles of the Christian religion. 
Sponsors are appointed to be present ; but they are only 
appointed as witnesses of the engagement, and undertake 
no more than to remind them afterwards of the vow and 
profession which they made in their presence, and to call 
upon them to be diligent in instructing themselves in GU)d'8 
Word and in carrying out (so far as they are able) those 
promises which they engaged to perform. " It is convenient 
that every person thus baptized should be confirmed by the 
by the bishop so soon after his baptism as conveniently may 
be, that so he may be admitted to the Holy Communion.'* 
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• CHAP. XXXIH 



THE GAT£CHISB£« 



GOeehum signifies instruction in 
the first nidiments of any art or 
science, communicated by asking 
questions and hearing answers. 

CaUektMt, one who catechises. 

Dean, from '* decanus," because he 
formerly presided over ten preben- 
daries or canons; an ecclesiastical 
mi^strate next in degree to a bishop. 

Mural Deans, an office of ancient 



date in the Church, the duty of 
whom is to visit a certain number of 
parishes, and to report their condi- 
tions to the bishop. 

Hampton Court Conference, called 
by King James I. at Hampton Court, 
January 1604, to consider certain ob- 
jections against the Liturgy. (See 
Chap. IV.) 



Since children in their baptism engage (by their sponsors) 
to renounce the devil and all his works, to beHeve in God, 
and to serve Him ; it is fit that thej be taught, so soon as 
thej are able to learn, what a solemn vow, promise, and 
profession they have made. Accordingly, after the bap- 
tismal office, a Catechism follows, that is *^ An instruction 
to be learned of every person before he be brought to be 
confirmed by the bishop." The catechising of children is 
enjoined by God (Deut vi. 7. ; Prov. xxii. 6. ; Ephes. vi. 4.); 
and was always practised by pious men (Gen. xviii. 19. ; 
2 Tim. i. 5.) ; and it is Christ's especial charge to ministers 
to fised His lambs (John, xxi. 15.). The Jewish doctors took 
care of this (Luke, iL 42.) ; and in the early Church there 
was a peculiar officer called the Catechist, whose duty it 
was to instruct and catechise the new converts, and those 
who required instruction. The form of the Catechism is 
that of question and answer. In this manner Philip cate- 
chised the eunuch (Acts, viii. 37.) ; and so also were the 
persons to be baptized catechised in the first ages. As to 
its contents, it is not a large system or body of divinity to 
puzzle young beginners, but only a short and plain expla- 
nation of the baptismal vow, showing what are the benefits 
promised on G^^d's part, and the duties promised on theirs. 
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The primitive catechisms consisted of no more than this, 
with the Creed, Lord's Prayer, and Ten Commandments ; 
and such a one was ours at the Reformation. But it being 
afterwards thought wanting as to the doctrine of the 
sacraments, King James the First at the Hampton Court 
Conference appointed the bishops to add a short and simple 
explanation of them, which was accordingly done in that^ 
excellent form we now possess, and which was composed 
by Bishop Overal, then Dean of St Paul's. The times 
appointed by the rubric for catechising children are 
Sundays and Holydays, after the Second Lesson at Evening 
Prayer ; and, as the canon explains, '* the minister shall for 
half an hour or more examine and instruct the youth and 
ignorant persons of his parish in the Church Catechism." 

" The reason for the Catechism being thus performed in 
the midst of Divine Service was, that the elder persons as 
well as the pounger might receive benefit by the minister's 
explanations, and that the presence of parents and masters 
might be an encouragement to the children and servants to 
a diligent performance of their duty herein." — Wheatley, 

The Catechism of the 0httrch of England is perhaps one 
of the most perfect productions we possess. Its compre- 
hensive exposition of dut^ and doctrine, its simple and 
familiar style of question an^ answer, and the clear, concise, 
and satisfactory manner in Which the whole is laid down, 
entitle it to be placed in the first rank of excellence among 
such compositions. ^* 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 



CONFmiCATION. 



SamaritafUf a mixed people, in- 
habiting the parts of Palestine be- 
tween Galilee and Judea, descended 
from the remnant of the Ten Tribes 
when carried into captivity, blended 
with other distant nations. 



QmfhrmaiioHy literally a ** strength- 
ening," so called becaose they who 
duly receive it, are confirmed or 
strengthened for the fulfilment of 
their Christian duties by the grace 
therein bestowed upon them. An 
ik^rastolical rite of the English Charch, 

Confirmation is a rite by which children who were 
baptized in infancy, when they come to age, take upon 
themselves those promises and vows which were under- 
taken for them at their baptism by their Godfathers and 
Godmothers. It was a custom among the Jews to bring 
their children at the age of thirteen to be publicly exa- 
mined before the congregation, and to make a solemn 
promise that they would from thenceforward engage them- 
selves faithfully to observe the law of Moses, and so be 
accountable for their own sins ; after which engagement 
followed the prayers of the congregation that God would 
bless and enable them to make good their promise. Al- 
though confirmation is generally thought to be deduced 
from this practice, yet we must look for its more immediate 
institution to Apostolical times. This we find in Acts, viii., 
where we read that when Philip the Deacon had converted 
and baptized the Samaritans, the Apostles Peter and John 
were deputed to complete the work, to which the deacon, as 
an inferior minister, was incompetent ; and " when they laid 
their hands on them they received the Holy Ghost." A 
like occurrence took place at Ephesus, for " after the 
disciples had been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus," 
St. Paul laid his hands on them, and then they received the 
Holy Ghost (Acts, xix. 5, 6.). These show most clearly 
that the receiving of the Holy Ghost was not the result of. 
baptism, but of the imposition of hands ; and that laying 
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on of hands was necessary to perfect and complete the 
Ephesians, even after thej had been baptized. In the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, vi. 2., this lapng on of hands 
being classed with baptism among the chief elements of 
the Christian faith, is thereby marked for perpetual ob- 
servance. 

The Order for Confirmation opens with an address to 
the candidates, reminding them of their baptismal engage- 
ments and of those qualifications which are requisite for the 
proper reception of this holy ordinance. The bishop then 
asks them a most solemn question, whether^ in the presence 
of God and the congregation, they will renew their bap- 
tismal vow and ratify the same in their own persons. 
They answer, "I will." Then follow some appropriate 
versicles and responses, and a prayer for the diffusion of 
the manifold graces of the Holy Spirit upon the candidates, 
which seems to be an important part of the office, and has 
been in use for above 1200 years. This is succeeded by 
the imposition of hands, accompanied by the bishop's bene- 
diction, after which the Lord's Prayer and two Collects 
close the service. The candidates receive this rite kneeling, 
because that is the most suitable posture for those who are 
to receive so great a blessing. 

Confirmation is not only intended as a ratification of our 
baptismal vows, but also as an admission to the receiving 
of the Holy Communion. This is exactly conformable to 
the practice of the pidmitive Church, which always ordered 
that confirmation should precede the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, except there were some extraordinary cause 
to the. contrary, such, for instance, as the absence of the 
bishop. "All Christians should, therefore, highly esteem 
and value this sacred rite. Those who are to give should 
be ready duly to administer it, and those who are to receive 
should be carefully brought to it. Parents should take 
care that their children be prepared by catechising and due 
instruction in the nature of the office. Sponsors who are 
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bound to see them brought to confirmation, should take care 
that it be properly and effectually done. And all who 
come to it should come so prepared that they may receive 
the benefit of it, which is, to fit them for the Holy Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, and the fellowship of Christians 
here upon earth, and to prepare them for the communion of 
saints hereafter in heaven." — Dr. Hole, 



CHAP. XXXV. 

MATRIMONY. 



Ban-My the proclamatioii in churcli 
on three snccessive Sundays, which 
is required to constitute a regular 
marriage. Banns are published after 
the Second Lesson in the Morning 
Service. 

Matrimony, marriage, wedlock, the 
union of man and woman for life ; a 
divine institution. 



Registrar, an officer appointed to 
carrv into effect the Act for marriages 
in England, and the Act for regis- 
tering births, marriages, and deaths. 

Spouse, one engaged or joined in 
wedlock ; a married person, husband 
or wife. 

Wedlock, marriage. 



Marriage is a divine institution (Gen. i. 28., and ii. 18. 24.), 
and, by the universal consent of all nations, there has been 
some religious ceremony used upon entering it. That mar- 
riages were solemnised by the clergy among the primitive 
Christians, is evident from St. Ignatiurf, a. d. 101, who says, 
" It is fit that the bridegroom and bride be joined together 
by the Bishop's concurrence, that the marriage may be ac- 
cording to the Lord." 

" Of late years the State has declared that marriage may 
henceforth be regarded merely as a civil contract ; and so 
far as the effects of the law are concerned, they who con- 
tract marriage by a merely civil ceremony will undergo no 
disabilities ; their children will not be illegitimate, and they 
will themselves be regarded to all intents and purposes as 
man and wife." — Dr. Hook, Although this be the case, thai 
a marriage performed by a registrar in his office is as valid 

£ 
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in the eyes of the law as one performed by an ordained 
minister in the House of God, jet the Church thinks 
differently ; for she declares, that " so many as are coupled 
together otherwise than God's Word doth allow, are not 
joined together by God, neither is their matrimony lawful,** 
that is to say, not lawful in the eyes of God. That the 
Church regards matrimony as a highly religious rite, is 
evident from the lengthened and devout service which she 
has compiled for its celebration. 

The rubric declares that the banns of all that are to be 
married together must be published in the church three 
several Sundays, during the time of Morning Service. 
Formerly the publication of hanns (which seems to have 
been a practice of very high antiquity) took place after the 
Nicene Creed, at the same time with other Ecclesiastical 
notices ; but, with a view to greater publicity, an Act was 
passed in the second year of George IE., by which the pub- 
lication was ordered immediately after the Second Lesson. 

The design of the Church in publishing these . banns, is, 
to be satisfied whether there be any just cause why the 
parties so asl^ed should not be joined together in matrimony. 
The ceremony consists of certain promises to which the 
parties mutually bind themselves; the joining of right 
hands, which signifies that a friendship has been contracted^ 
and a covenant made ; and the giving and receiving of a 
ring, as a token and pledge of the vow and covenant made 
between them, and as a constant memorial of the duties and 
obligations thereby undertaken. With respect to the visible 
pledge of the ring it may be remarked, "that it was 
anciently the seal by which all orders were signed, and all 
choice things secured ; the delivery of this was a sign that 
the party to whom it was given was admitted into the 
nearest friendship and the highest trust, so as to be invested 
with our authority, and allowed to manage our treasure and 
other concerns (Gen. xli. 42.) ; and hence it came to be a 
token of love (Luke xv. 22.), and was used in matrimony 
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not onlj among the Jews and Grentiles, but the Christians 
also, who in Clemens Alexandrinus's time gave their spouse 
a ring to declare her worthy of the government of the 
family, and thus it hath been used ever since. And we 
may observe, the matter of which the ring is made is gold, 
to signify how noble and durable our affection is : the form 
is round, as the most suitable figure to unite things separated 
before, and to imply that our respect shall never have an 
end : the place of it is on the fourth finger of the left hand, 
where the ancients thought was a vein which came directly 
from the heart, and where it may be always in view ; and 
being a finger least used, where it may be least subject to 
be worn out. But the main end is to be a visible and 
lasting token and remembrance of this covenant, which must 
never be forgotten ; and if in ordinary bargains we have 
some lasting thing delivered as an earnest or pledge and me- 
morial, much more is it needful here : and to scruple at a 
thing so prudent and well designed, so anciently and uni- 
versally used, does not deserve our serious confutation." — 
Dean Comber. 

The service concludes with a rubric directing newly- 
married persons to receive the Holy Communion at the first 
opportunity, in order to confirm their vows to each other ^;yY 
that blessed Sacrament, and to bind themselves more strictly 
to their several duties. ^' Similar religious solemnities were 
used by the Jews at their marriages. The primitive Chris- 
tians had all these which we have. The persons to be 
married were contracted by the priest ; the marriage was 
solemnly pronounced in the Church; the married couple 
were blessed by the priest; prayers and ^anksgivings 
were used, and the Holy Communion administered to them ; 
and it is said that these religious rites the Church received 
from the Apostles." — Bishop Sparrow* How great then 
(as TertuUian saith) must be the h^piness of that wedlock, 
the knot whereof the Church doth fasten^ and the sacrament 
of the Church confirm. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 



THE VISITATION OP THE SICK. 



, Discipline, The Christian Church 
being a spiritual community, or so- 
ciety of persons professing the reli- 
gion of Jesus, and as such governed 
by spiritual or ecclesiastical laws, 
her dUscipline consists in putting those 
laws into execution, and inflicting the 
penalties enjoined by them against 
all offenders. 



Clergy, from a Greek word signi- 
fying « a lot or portion ;" and it de- 
notes the body of men set apart by 
due ordination for the service of God, 
and to be the portion of the Lord. 

Will, a legal declaration of a per- 
son's intentions, as to what he wishes 
to be performed after his death in 
relation to his property. 



The visitation and relief of the sick is the duty of Chris- 
tians generally (Matt. xxv. 34. 36.) ; but the clergy are more 
particularly called upon to attend to their spiritual comfort 
(James v. 14, 15.) : and from the earliest days of Chris- 
tianity it has been a part of their ministerial office to pray 
with the sick, to quicken their faith and encourage their 
repentance, to reconcile them to the Church by absolution, 
and to administer to them the Holy Communion. "The 
rubric directs the minister of the parish to go to the sick 
person's house, and use the appointed office ; according to 
which, after some appropriate prayers, he proceeds in an 
impressive exhortation to advise him of the ends for which 
sickness is sent, of the manner in which it should be borne, 
and the duty of improving it to the health of the soul ; to 
examine him as to the soundness and sincerity of his faith, 
and whether he repents him truly of his sins, and is in 
charity with all the world ; to urge upon him the duty of for- 
giving those who may have offended him, of asking forgive- 
ness for his own offences, and of making the best amends 
in his power where he has done wrong ; to admonish him 
to make his will and set his worldly affairs in order ; and 
earnestly to move him, according to his ability, to be liberal to 
the poor. The sick person is then led to relieve his consciece 
by confession ; and the minister absolves him from his sins 
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on condition of repentance." — TroUope, The opinions main- 
tained by our Church with respect to absolution, have 
already been treated of in Chap. IX., and need not be re- 
peated here : suffice it to say, that an inspection of the form 
used in this office will show that it is perfectly scriptural, 
and in accordance with the opinions and usage of the Church 
in all ages. Nor must it be imagined, from the use of the 
first personal pronoun in this absolution, that the ordained 
servant of God arrogates to himself an unlawful power, or 
that God divests Himself of His exclusive right of for- 
giveness of sins, which the Scriptures say belongs to Him 
alone. No.; our Church orders the priest to pronounce it 
ministerially, and to specify by whose authority he pro- 
nounces it, viz., in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. " Wherefore let the sick man value it highly,*re- 
ceive it with reverence, and hope for the blessed effect 
thereof." — Dean Comber. 

Appended to this office is another one for the Commu- 
nion of the Sick, which is intended to be used in connexion 
with the former ; and although the Church, as a general rule, 
objects to communion in private, yet she relaxes her dis- 
cipline in favour of those who through sickness are unable 
to attend the house of God. The only portions of the ser- 
vice inserted in ihia office are the Collect, Epistle, and 
Gospel, the remainder being taken from the service for the 
Holy Communion. 
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CHAP, xxxvn. 



THE BUEIAL SERVICE. 



Anthem, supposed to come from 
Antiphone, a hymn song in alternate 
parts ; but in modern usage, a sacred 
tune or piece of music set to -words 
taken from Scripture, first intro- 
duced into the Church Service in 
Elizabeth's reign. 

Excommunication, an ecclesiastical 



censure, whereby the person against 
whom it is pronounced is for the time 
cast out of the Church. 

Salisbury 3Iis8al, a book of offices 
put forth by Osmund, Bishop of Salis- 
bury A. D. 1078, which was adopted 
with little variation by most of the 
churches in the kingdom. 



It has always been a custom from the earliest ages of the 
world to show a feeling of respect for the dead, not only 
by interring them, but by accompanying this with certain 
ceremonies. We have abundant testimony from Holy 
Scripture, especially the books of Moses, that funerals 
were performed and sepulchres provided for the reception 
of the dead (Gen. ixiii. 4., xxv. 9., xxxv. 29., xlix. 31.) ; 
and that it was usual for parents to take an oath of their 
children (which they religiously observed) that they should 
bury them with their fathers, and carry iheir bones with 
them whenever they quitted the land where they were. 
The primitive Christians . buried their dead in the open 
fields or in caves by the road side ; and from the testimony 
of ancient writers we find that they used a form at their 
interments in which psalms formed a principal part. When 
churched multiplied, a piece of ground close to them was 
consecrated for the reception of their dead, generally round 
the church ; that so, as the faithful are going to the house 
of prayer, they may be brought to a fit temper and dis- 
position of mind by a prospect of the graves and monu- 
ments of their friends, nothing being more apt to raise our 
devotion than serious thoughts upon death and mortality. 
The service consists of two parts, — that performed in the 
church, and that performed at the grave. The rubric 
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directs the minister to meet the corpse at the entrance to 
the churchyard, and to repeat three solemn sentences taken 
from Holy Scripture. (Job. xix. 25 — 27., 1 Tim. vi. 7., 
Job, i. 21.) The subjects of these sentences are faith, 
patience, and thanksgiving, and the intention of the Church 
is, to teach us that these necessary graces are to be ex- 
ercised at funerals. These are followed by the 39th and 
90th Psalms, and the Lesson from 1 Cor. xv. 20., which 
not only proves the certainty of a resurrection, but also 
solves the dif&culties and queries relating to it. This 
concludes the service in the church, after which the pro- 
cession headed by the minister advances to the grave ; and 
the remainder of the office is gone through, consisting of 
an anthem repeated while the necessary preparations are 
going forward, and followed (after the body is laid in the 
grave) by the Lesser Litany, the Lord's Prayer, two Collects, 
and the Benediction. This closes the service of Christian 
burial adopted by our Church, the greater portion of which 
corresponds exactly to that practised by the primitive 
Christians, and the whole of which may be clearly proved 
by most certain warrants of Holy Scripture. "Our 
Church, guided by our Lord's example, condemns no man, 
and therefore directs the same service to be read over all 
persons who die professedly within her pale. Hence it is 
illegal for a clergyman to withhold burial from any but 
those who die unbaptised or excommunicate, or have laid 
violent hands upon themselves. These exceptions proceed 
upon the principle that it is absurd to give Christian burial 
to those who are not Christians ; and it would be false to 
say that Grod had ' taken to Himself the soul ' of one who, 
being at the time responsible for the act, has rushed 
uncalled into His presence." — Trollope. The office for the 
Churching of Women, which follows, doubtless took its rise 
from the rite of Purification, a part of the Jewish economy 
which is fully laid down in the 12th chapter of Leviticus. 
It consists of a devout mixture of prayer and praise so 
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peculiarly suited to the occasion that no enlargement is 
needed to show its propriety. With the exception that the 
Psalms have been altered and the preface added, it is taken 
principally from the Salisbury Missal. 



CHAP, xxxvm. 



THE COMMINATION. 



Gospel. The ceremonial law pre- 
scribes the external rites and cere- 
monies of the Jews. 

Navy, the whole of the ships of 
war belonging to this nation. 

Seripturet, literally ** writings," 
the name generally given to the 
books of the Bible. 



Deuteronomy^ the second giving of 
the law ; so called, because Moses 
a second time went over the princi- 
pal parts of God's law. The fifth 
book of Moses. 

Lent, See Chap. XXL 

Lawy the institutions of Moses, or 
the code of laws prescribed to the 
Jews, as distinguished from the 

The preface which precedes this office informs us that ^ in 
the primitive Church there was a godly discipline, that at 
the beginning of Lent such persons as stood convicted of 
notorious sins were put to open penance and [punished in 
this world, that their souls might be saved in the day of 
the Lord ; and that others, admonished by their example, 
might be the more afraid to offend. Li Chap. XXI. some 
account has been given of this discipline, which was anciently 
practised in our own as well as in foreign churches. But 
as this discipline is now lost, the Church proposes that the 
congregation shall supply it to themselves, by hearing the 
curses taken from the 27th chapter of Deuteronomy and 
other places of Scripture, which Grod has denounced against 
impenitent sinners, so that each one will be enabled to dis- 
cover his own sins, and the curses he is exposed to, as well 
as the great danger he is in, and the necessity of immediate 
repentance." The original of repeating the curses, in the 
manner we now use them, was a positive and divine insti- 
tution, twice enjoined by Moses (Deut. xi. 29. and xxvii.), 
and afterwards most religiously observed by Joshua (Joshua 
viii. 33.) 
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*^ And Josephus also reckons it ieunongst those things which 
the Jews always used to perform. And though the circum- 
stances in the Jewish manner of reciting these curses were 
purely ceremonial, yet doubtless the end for which this duty 
was prescribed was truly moral. For to publish the equity 
and truth of God, and to profess our belief that ffis laws are 
righteous, and the sanctions thereof just and certain, is an 
excellent means of glorifying God, and a proper method for 
converting sinners. So that it cannot be unfit for the Gos- 
pel-times, nor at all unsuitable to our Christian worship ; 
especially when the necessities of the Church require the 
sinner should be warned and brought to repentance. 
Christ indeed hath taken away the curse of the law, by 
being Himself made a curse for us ; but this is only with 
respect to those that truly repent ; for as to all others the 
curse stands in full force still. It is therefore fit that all 
should declare their belief of the truth and reasonableness 
of these curses ; the good man, to own what his sins had 
deserved, and to acknowledge his obligation to our Lord for 
redeeming him ; the bad man, to awaken him from his se- 
curity and ease, and to bring him to repentance before it be 
too l&teJ'—Wheatleif. 

The remainder of the service consists of a pious discourse 
applying the preceding curses to each conscience ; the 61st 
Psalm, the Lesser Litany, the Lord's Prayer, two Collects, 
a Greneral Supplication, and the Blessing. The whole 
of this service is admirably adapted to the occasion, en- 
couraging humiliation and confession, and exhibiting the 
long-sujQTering and mercy of God towards His guilty creatures. 

The Psalms of David have already been noticed in Chap. 
X., and there is therefore no necessity for again repeating 
such particulars respecting them as are applicable to the 
daily service. 

The Forms of Prayer to be used at Sea are placed after 
the Psalms, and are all of them (except the two first, which 
are to be used daily in Her Majesty's Navy) occasional 
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forms, to be used as circumstances require ; and ore so very 
well adapted to their several occasions, that any one who 
observes them will see their suitableness and adaptation to 
the object for which they were intended. They were added 
at the last review. 



CHAP. XXXIX. 



CERTAIN SOLEMN DATS FOR WHICH PARTICULAR SERVICES 
ARE APPOINTED. 



.Emperor, the sovereign or su- 
preme monarch of an empire. 

Inauguration, the act of inducting 
into office with solemnity ; investi- 
ture with office by appropriate cere- 
monies. 

RebelSf they who revolt from the 
government to which they owe alle- 
giance, either by openly renouncing 
the authority of that government 



or by taking arms and openly oppo- 
sing it. 

Rebellion, Great, the name given to 
those great events which ended in 
the martyrdom of King Charles the 
First, and the subversion of the 
monarchy. 

State, a political body governed by 
representatives. 



By referring to the Calendar (Chap. VIL) it will be seen 
that there are certain solemn days, for which particular ser- 
vices are appointed. 

These are the 5th of November, the 30th of January, 
the 29th of May, and the 20th of June. These Services 
consist of certain Forms of Prayer, with Thanksgiving or 
Fasting, ordained by the Church to commemorate great 
events in our national history. 

The^r*^ of these, the 5th of November, is an important 
day in the annals of our country, whether viewed in a reli- 
gious or political light. The happy deliverance of our land 
from the base design to destroy, at one blow, the constituted 
authorities of the State, in the reign of James the First, a.d. 
1605 ; while the arrival of William and Mary at a later 
period, a,d. 1688, and on the same day of the year, cannot 
fail to call forth feelings of devout gratitude to the Almighty- 
Disposer of events. 
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The second is a Form of Prayer, with Fasting, to be used 
yearly on the 30th of January, " being the day of the mar- 
tyrdom of the Blessed King Charles the First, to implore 
the mercy of God, that neither the guilt of that sacred and 
innocent blood, nor those other sins by which God was 
provoked to deliver up both us and our King into the hands 
of cruel and unreasonable men, may at any time hereafter 
be visited upon us or our posterity." It is rather remarkable 
that the Second Lesson appointed for this Special Service 
is no other than that appointed for the 30th of January ; 
for, by a signal providence, the rebels chose that day for 
murdering their King, on which the history of our Saviour's 
sufferings was appointed to be read. The Blessed Martyr 
forgot that it came in the ordinary course ; and therefore, 
when Bishop Juxon during the Morning Prayer read the " 
27th chapter of St. Matthew, the King, after the Service 
was done, asked the Bishop if he had made choice of that 
chapter, being so applicable to his present condition ? The 
Bishop replied, "May it please your gracious Majesty, it is 
the proper Lesson for the day ; " which the King was much 
affected with, so aptly serving as a seasonable preparation for 
his death that day. 

The third is a Form of iPrayer, with Thanksgiving, to Al- 
nughty God, for having put an end to the Great Rebellion, 
by the restitution of King Charles the Second and Royal 
Family, and the restoration of the Government, after an 
interruption of eighteen years, viz. from 1642 to 1660; 
which unspeakable mercies were wonderfully completed in 
the latter year upon the 29th of May. And in memory 
whereof, that day in every year is by Act of Parliament 
appointed to be kept holy. 

The fourth is a Form of Prayer, with Thanksgiving, to 
Almighty God, to be used in all churches and chapels 
within this realm every year upon the 20th day of June, 
being the day upon which Her Majesty began her happy 
reign ; that, as the godly Christian emperors in ancient 
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times, 80 have also our most religious princes since tbe Be- 
formation, always caused the days of their inaugurations to 
be publicly celebrated by all their subjects with prayers 
and thanksgivings. 

The forms of Prayer for the 30th of January and the 
29th of May were sanctioned by Convocation, 20th of 
December, 1661 ; the other two have not this authority, but 
are inserted by Act of Pariament. 



CHAP. XL. 



THE ORDINAL. 



Episcopal Cofuecraiion, the setting 
apart either persons or places, by 
either the Bishop's prayers or imposi- 
tion of hands. 

Lemtes. Under the Jewish dis- 
pensation this was the lowest or 
third order of ministers ; sometimes 
the deacons in the Church of Christ 



were so called, to mark the harmony 
which exists between the orders 
under the Jewish and Christian dis- 
pensations. 

Ministry^ the agency or service of 
the ministers of the Gospel is called 
by this name. 

Ordinal. See Chapter below. 



By the Ordinal is meant the Form of Ordination, or setting 
apart certain persons to the sacred ministry of the Church. 
It is evident unto all men diligently reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures and ancient authors, that from the Apostles' time 
there have been these orders of ministers in Christ's Church 
— Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. In fact, this threefold 
order may be traced back to the earliest times. Under the 
Mosaic dispensation there were a High Priest, Priests, and 
Levites, all of whom were invested with different degrees 
of authority in the Church ; and as in many of her out- 
ward forms and ceremonies the Christian Church was mo- 
delled upon that of the Jews, her Divine Founder thence 
also adopted a threefold order of ministers. During his 
personal ministry our Lord, being the great High Priest of 
our profession, appointed under Himself, as the Head, the 
twelve Apostles, and under them the seventy disciples ; and 
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after his ascension, the three orders were made complete 
by the addition of deacons. St. Paul distinctly specifies 
three orders, when he states that '^ God had set some in 
the Church, first Apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly 
teachers" (1 Cor. xii. 28.); and there are passages in his 
other Epistles which agree with this statement. (1 Tim. iii. 
13., iv. 12. ; Eph. iv. 11.). As the testimony of the early 
fathers also confirms this doctrine, the Church of England, 
and indeed all Reformed Churches, recognize it ; and such 
has manifestly been the constitution of the Church of God, 
both under the Jewish and Christian dispensations. *^ And, 
therefore, to the intent that these orders may be continued, 
and reverently used and esteemed, no man shall be accounted 
or taken to be a lawful bishop, priest, or deacon, or suf- 
fered to execute any of their functions, except he be called, 
tried, examined, and admitted thereunto by Episcopal con- 
secration or ordination." In this manner was Aaron set 
apart for the service of God ; for he was not only called, 
but publicly ordained by Moses (Lev. viii. 1.); our Blessed 
Saviour did not enter upon his public ministry until he was 
openly inaugurated by the baptism of John (Matt. iii. 16, 
17.); the twelve Apostles and seventy disciples received 
their authority from Christ himself ; and the " fulness of the 
Holy Ghost and of wisdom," with which the first deacons 
were gifted, did not qualify them for even the lowest office 
in the Church until the Apostles "bad. prayed and laid 
their hands on them," and duly " appointed them over the 
business." (Acts vi. 3. 6.). This authority was given them 
by their Divine Master, when he was about to depart out 
of this world : " As my Father hath sent me, even so send 
I you." (John xx. 21. ; Matt, xxviii. 19, 20. ; Luke xxii. 29.). 
The Apostles sent others with the same commission, direct*, 
ing them, in like manner, to commit their doctrines " to 
faithful men, who should teach others also." (2 Tim. ii. 2. ) ; 
by which means a permanent succession of the ministry has 
been kept up. 
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CHAP. XLI. 



THE ORDINAL. 



oath which the clergy take at their 
ordination, by which they bind 
themselves to obey the canons of the 
church. 

FcutoTf literally, a ** shepherd ; " 
figuratively, the Bishop of a diocese, 
or the Priest of a parish, whose peo- 
ple are, likewise, figuratively called a 
flock. 

FeerSf noblemen, that branch of 
the legislature termed the House of 
Lords. 



JffouK of Lords, the second branch 
of the legislature, consisting of the 
Lords spiritual and temporal, assem- 
bled in one House. 

Oath of Allegiance is that oath 
which binds the subject to bear true 
allegiance to the Sovereign. By sta- 
tute all who hold ofiices of any kind 
under the government are required 
to take this oath. The clergy take 
this oath at their ordination. See 
Prayer Book. 

Oath of Canonical Obedience, the 

" That the ordaining power rests only with the Bishops, or 
highest order of the ministry, is manifest from the fact that, 
during 1500 years, no Christian Church was subject to any 
other than the government of Bishops ; and that the chief 
pastors of each church are traced back through individuals, 
of whom the first is, without exception, either an Apostle, 
or a Bishop ordained by one of the Apostles." — Trollope. 
Our Church has appointed a distinct office for the conse- 
cration of each order, and specifies that " none shall be 
admitted a deacon except he be twenty-three years of age ; 
twenty-four for a priest, and thirty for a bishop.*' It is 
also necessary that the candidates for ordination be known 
to the bishop, either personally, or by sufficient testimony, 
as men of blameless life and conversation; that they be 
examined, and proved to be learned in the Latin tongue, 
and have a competent knowledge of the Scriptures ; and 
that they have neither maintained nor written anything 
contrary to the doctrine and discipline of the Church of 
England. They are also bound by the oaths of allegiance 
and canonical obedience, and acknowledge the Queen's 
supremacy, and the Thirty-nine Articles of religion. The 
principal part of these offices is contained in the Ordinal of 
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the First Prayer Book of Edward the Sixth, a. d. 1550. 
At the consecration of a bishop, three others must be pre- 
sent ; but at the ordination of priests and deacons, one only, 
assisted by other priests. The office of a deacon corre- 
sponds, in a great measure, to the description given in 
Acts vi. He is appointed " to assist the priest in Divine 
Service, and specially in the celebration of the Holy Com- 
munion ; to read the Holy Scriptures and Homilies in the 
church ; to catechise children and converts in the articles 
of the Christian religion ; in the absence of the priest to 
baptize infants ; to preach (if allowed by the bishop) ; and 
to devote his attention to the relief and consolation of the 
sick, the poor, and the infirm." 

The title of Priest indicates the dignity of age and office 
in the ministry. The priesthood are commissioned to feed 
the flock of Christ ; to preach the word of God,^ and minis- 
ter the sacraments to the congregation ; they are invested 
with the power of remitting and retaining sins, by giving 
or withholding absolution ; they are required to aid the 
bishops with their counsel ; and are qualified to exercise 
every sacred function which is not properly and exclusively 
episcopal. 

The Bishop ordains priests and deacons for the sacred 
ministry of the Church ; administers the rite of confirma- 
tion; consecrates churches for the celebration of Divine 
worship, and churchyards for Christian burial ; and exer- 
cises a general superintendence of the diocese over which 
he is appointed to preside. There are two Archbishops 
and twenty-six Bishops in England, all of whom are Lords 
Spiritual, and with two exceptions (the last bishop ap- 
pointed*, and the Bishop of Sodor and Man), they are also 
Peers of the realm, and consequently enjoy seats in the 
House of Lords. 

* The Bishops of London, Winchester, and Durham are exceptions to this 
rule. 
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CHAP. XLH. 



THE ARTICLES. 



Artickit points of faith ; doctrinal 
points or propositions in theology. 

Sectarians, they ivho separate 
themselves from the established 



Church ; or, they who hold doc- 
trines different from those of the 
prevailing denomination in any 
kingdouL 



The Thirty-nine Articles owe their origin to the follow- 
ing circumstance. At the Reformation, the several Churches 
which had separated themselves from the Roman Catholic 
communion found it expedient to publish confessions of 
their faith ; and, in conformity to this practice, Edward the 
Sixth caused to be published, by his royal authority, Forty- 
two Articles, for the purpose of securing one uniform order 
throughout the realm, and to put an end to all controversies 
in religion. In their compilation Cranmer and Ridley were 
principally concerned, but the advice and counsel of other 
bishops and divines were sought, and all points of difficulty 
and disagreement were fairly and freely discussed before 
they were finally adopted. Indeed, caution and moderation 
are no less conspicuous in them than a thorough knowledge 
of the Scriptures, and of the opinions and practice of the 
early Christians. They were repealed by Queen Mary soon 
after her accession to the throne. But after a careful re- 
vision in the beginning of the reign of Elizabeth, they were 
reduced to thirty-eight, and again put forth by royal autho- 
rity in 1562. They were again revised, and some small altera- 
tions made in them in the year 1571, in which year they 
assumed their present form ; since which time they have 
continued to be the standard of faith of the members of the 
Church of England. The Articles of 1562 were drawn up 
in Latin only ;. but, in 1571, they were subscribed by the 
members of the two Houses of Convocation both in Latin 



CONCLUSION. 



89 



and English, and therefore both are to be considered as 
equally authentic. 

They do not contain a complete view of the doctrinal 
system of the Church of England, many matters of the 
highest importance being omitted. It appears that they 
were principally directed against the errors and corruptions 
of the Eomish Church, from which we were just then 
emerging, and against the heretical doctrines of many sec- 
tarians, who were busily employed at the period of the Re- 
formation in disseminating them. 

The Thirty-nine Articles are arranged with great judg- 
ment and clearness. The first five contain the Christian 
doctrines concerning the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; in 
the sixth, seventh, and eighth, the rule of faith is esta- 
blished ; the next ten relate to Christians as individuals ; 
and the remaining twenty-one relate to them as members of a 
religious society. As has been stated in the previous Chapter, 
the clergy at their ordination subscribe to these Articles, 
which they are required to do by Act of Parliament, 

The Table of Kindred and Affinity was drawn up by 
Archbishop Parker in the year 1563, being in accordance 
with several previous statutes. The degrees are particu- 
larly set forth in the eighteenth chapter of Leviticus ; so 
that they are sanctioned not only by the Church, but by 
the Word of God. 



CHAP. XLm. 

CONCLUSION. 



Synagogue, the house appropriated 
to the rehgious yrorship of the Jews. 

JMssenter, one who dissents. The 
word is in England particularly- 
applied to those who separate from 
the Chnrch of England. 



Divines, persons skilled in the 
knowledge of divinity; theologians. 

Tcjijpfc, the house of prayer which 
Solomon nuilt in Jerusalem, for the 
honour and worship of God. 



In bringing this subject to a conclusion, it may be well to 
bring forward a few scriptural arguments in support of a " set " 
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form of prayer. " In the Old Testament we find instances of 
precomposed songs of praise in the hjmns of Moses and 
Mirian, and of Deborah and Barak (Exodus xv., Judges v.) ; 
not to mention that many of the Psalms were designed for 
the service of the Temple. The service of the synagogue 
was also conducted according to a prescribed form, which 
our Lord not only attended, but framed the prayer, which 
he recommended to the general use of his disciples, upon the 
model of prayers which are found in the Jewish Liturgies. 
He also gave directions to the chief pastors of his church, 
that they should agree touching the petitions which they 
offered in his name ; and in accordance with these directions, 
the sublime prayer (Acts iv. 24.) was manifestly a pre- 
composed form, in which the whole company lifted up their 
voices with one accord. We are also told that Paul and 
Silas, when they were in prison, prayed and sang praises to 
God. And this they did audibly, for the prisoners heard 
them, and they would have disturbed each other had they 
not united in the same prayers' and praises. The testimony 
of the early church is very conclusive, and puts the matter 
beyond all doubt, for not only had they set forms in constant 
nise for the administration of Baptism and the Holy Com- 
munion, but even at this early period liturgies were intro- 
duced, and four of them are mentioned, called after the four 
Evangelists. 

The Liturgy of the Church of England is characterised 
by its warmth of devotion expressed in a dignified simplicity 
of language. Its peculiar excellence consists in its being 
a reasonable service, selected from the accumulated piety 
of ages, and so constructed that a whole congregation, 
always in the spirit, and frequently in the very words of 
Scripture, may with^one mind and one mouth glorify their 
common God and Saviour. There is a variety in the ser- 
vice, in the several postures of sitting, standing, and kneel- 
ing, that prevents fatigue, and keeps the attention alive and 
active. The prayers embrace at once every private want 
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and public blessing ; they are full and devout. There is 
scarcely one of the old Divines who has not given his tes- 
timony in favour of the Book of Common Prayer ; and 
almost all the most eminent Dissenters have praised its 
merits. In a word, " there is no necessary prayer," to use 
the words of Bishop Blackall, " that is not in the Liturgy, 
but one, which is this ; — that God would vouchsafe to con- 
tinue the Liturgy itself in use, honour, and veneration, in the 
Church for ever ; and I doubt not," he adds, " but that all 
wise, sober, and good Christians, will give it their Amen." — 
Trollope, 
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The following Lives have been principally compiled 
from Dr. Hook's " Ecclesiastical Biography." They will 
doubtless be found exceedingly interesting and instruc- 
tive, and either of the following methods of using them 
may be adopted. First, by turning to the Life when 
quoted, and reading it precisely the same as any other 
part of the Lesson ; or, secondly, by allowing the class 
a few minutes previous to reading, for getting up the 
information ; so that when questioned by the Teacher, 
they may be able to answer correctly. 



Ambrose, St., a distingoished prelate and Father of the early Church, bom 
aboat A. D. 340 ; consecrated Bishop of Milan, A. d. 374. ; died, 4th April, 
397. The ** Te Deum " is supposed to have been composed by this holy 
man, and many of his writings remain to the present day. 

Athaiuuiusj St^ an illustrious Father of the Church, bom in Alexandria 
about A.D. 296. He was present at the Council of Nicsea, in 325, in 
company with Alexander, Bishop of Alexandria, at whose death Athanasius 
was elected his successor, a. d. 326. He is generally regarded as the great 
champion of the two vital doctrines of the Christian Church, viz., the 
Divinity and Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Trinity in 
Unity. 

The Athanasian Creed was named so in honour of the great service this 
eminent saint rendered to the Church at a time when the Arian heresy was 
prevalent He died, 2nd May, a.d. 372. His works on various theological 
subjects are peculiarly valuable to the Church. 

Auffusiine, St. Nothing is known of Augustine's origin or early life. He 
was sent to Britain by Pope Gregory the Grreat, a. d. 596, as a missionary, 
to endeavour to convert the inhabitants to the knowledge of the Grospel. 
He was the first Archbishop of Canterbury, and died there, A. D. 604. 

Baxter, Bichard, a celebrated nonconformist, bom at Rowton in Shropshire, 
A. D. 1616; died, 1691. 

Bennett, Thomas, Dr., the author of a " History of the Use of precomposed 
Forms of Prayer ; " bora, A. d. 1673 ; died, 1728. 

Bill, Dr., Almoner to Queen Elizabeth, afterwards Dean of Westminster. 
He assisted in the revisal of the Liturgy in this reign. 

Bisse, T/umas, Dr., Chancellor of Hereford; bom, a.d. 1676; died, 1731. 
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His works, "which are very highly esteemed, are, " The Beauty of Holiness 
in the Common Prayer," ** Decency and Order in Public Worship," &c. 

BlackaU, Bishop, bom, 1654 ; consecrated Bishop of Exeter, 1707 ; died, 
1716. 

Bucer, Martin, an eminent German reformer, bom in Alsace, a.d. 1491. 
He was invited over to England by Archbishop Craraner, and was made 
Professor of Divinity at Cambridge. He assisted in the revisal of the first 
Prayer Book of Edward the Sixth, in conjunction with Peter Martyr, 
another reformer, who occupied the divinity cnair at Oxford. Bucer died at 
Cambridge, 1550, and was interred there. 

CcUvifi, John, the celebrated founder of the Calvinists, bora at Noyon, in 
Picardy, a.d. 1509. He took a prominent part in the discussions which 
took place among the exiles in Germany and Switzerland during the 
Marian persecution. Although a man of great parts and leaming, he fell 
into some fearful heresies, trusting more to his own private judgment than 
to the plain tenor of Scripture and the opinions and practices of the primitive 
Church. He succeeded in establishing a system both of doctrine and 
discipline peculiarly his own. He died, 24th May, 1564. 

Cranmer, Arcfibtshop, one of England's greatest reformers and martyrs, 
was born at Aslacton, in Notts, 2 July, 1489. Having expressed an opinion 
respecting the divorce of Catherine of Arragon, Henry the Eighth's first 
wife, he was quickly taken into royal favour, and made successively 
Chaplain to the King, Archdeacon of Taunton, and Archbishop of Canter- 
bury. He took a prominent part in the Reformation, which was now 
commencing; and on the accession of Edward the Sixth, be assisted 
materially in the production of the two Liturgies which appeared during 
this reign. Upon the accession of Mary he was placed under restraint, not 
onlv for his reforming tendencies, but because he nad signed the late king's 
will, nominating Liuly Jane Grey as his successor. A commission was 
issued against him ; he was brought to trial, and condemned to the stake. 
Previous to his martyrdom he had been induced to sign a. recantation; but 
he atoned for his weakness by stretching his right hand over the flames, 
and allowing it to be reduced to ashes before the fire had reached his body. 
Thus died Cranmer, on the 21st March, 1556, in the 67th year of his age. 

Charles the First, son of James the First, ascended the throne, a. d. 1625. 
(See Chap, XXXIX.) 

Charles the Second, son of Charles the First ; bom, 1680 ; restored, 1660 ; 
died, 1685. 

Chrysostom, St, bom at Antioch about A. d. 347. In the year 897, this 
eminent father was elected Bishop of Constantinople ; and during his epis- 
copate he had many severe troubles and persecutions to encounter. He 
died 18th October, 407. His works are very numerous, consisting of com- 
mentaries, homilies, orations, doctrinal treatises, and epistles. 

Comber, Thonuu, Dr., bom at Westerham in Kent, March 19th, 1644. 
He was successively appointed to the living of Stonegrave, in Yorkshire ; 
Prebend of Holme ; and, in 1691, to the Deanerv of Durham. He was a 
zealous and sincere churchman, devotedly attached to the Liturgy, in behalf 
of which he wrote several valuable works; and by his perseverance and 
instrumentality weekly communion was established in most of the cathe- 
drals. He died, 1699. 

Cox, Richard, Dr., was bom at Whaddon, in Bucks, A. d. 1499, and was 
educated at Eton, and at King's College, Cambridge. He was attached to the 
small party of pious and leamed men who, at this time, were anxious to 
promote a reformation in the Church. He became successively Master of 
Eton College; Tutor to Prince Edward; Chancellor of the University of 
Oxford ; Canon of Windsor ; and Dean of Westminster. He was an exile 
during the Maiian persecution, and took a prominent part in the dispu« 



94 LITURGICAL CLASS-BOOK. 

tations with Ejaox and other Puritans at Frankfort in favour of the Liturgy.. 
For his great services he was nominated to the see of Ely, in 1559 ; and 
died, 22nd July, 1581. He took an active share in the revisal of the Liturgy 
in Edward the Sixth's reign ; and he also assisted in the translation of the 
Bible which was made in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. He is distinguished 
in history, more as an earnest and devoted reformer than a voluminous 
■ivriter. 

Edward the Sixth, son of Henry the Eighth and Jane Seymour; bom, 
A.D. 1537 ; crowned, 1547 ; and died, 1553, aged 16. He was learned, pious, 
and charitable; mild in temper; comely in appearance; and attentive to 
state affairs. The Reformation made great progress in his reign; the 
Liturgy was twice revised, and forty-two Articles of the Church were 
drawn "up, which were afterwards reduced to thirty-nine in the reign of 
Elizabeth. 

Elizabeth, daughter of Henry the Eighth and Anne Boleyn; bom, A.D. 
1633 ; crowned, 1558 ; and died, 1603, aged 70. She possessed great vigour 
of mind and judgment, and is lustly considered one of England's greatest 
sovereigns. The Protestant religion was firmly established; the Liturgy 
revised ; and the Thirty-nine Articles framed in this, reign. 

GelasiuSf Bishop of Rome, A. d. 492 ; he arranged the collects which were 
then used, and added some new ones. 

Gratian, a monk of Bologna, a.d. 1140; he compiled a digest of canon 
law, the study of which became an important branch of education in his 
time. 

Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, was bom there about A. d. 644. He 
sent Augustine to evangelize the Anglo-Saxons. We owe to him the 
invention of expressing musical sounds by the seven first letters of the 
alphabet; and be composed and compiled a series of chants, remarkable 
for their solidity and adaptation to the services of the Church. His other 
works are very numerous. He died in March, 604, aged 60. 

GrindaU, Edmund, Dr., was bom in 1519, at Hinsingham, in the parish of 
St. Bees, in Cumberland. He became successively Bishop of London, Arch- 
bishop of York, and Archbishop of Canterburj'. He died in 1583. 

Gunning, Peter, Dr., was bora at Hoo, in 'Kent, A. d. 1613. He was the 
principal disputant with Baxter at the Savoy Conference, in 166 1 ; and is 
generally supposed to have been the author of the " Prayer for all Con- 
ditions of Men." In 1669, he was made Bishop of Chichester, and in 1674 he 
was translated to Ely, where he died in 1684. He wrote a work upon 
infant baptism. 

Henry the Eighth, eldest son of Henry the Seventh, bom at Greenwich, 
A. D. 1491, crowned at Westminster, and reigned from 1509 to 1547. His 
reign is remarkable for the Reformation, which was brought about by his 
instrumentality. The first Prayer Book in the English language, called 
" the King's Primer," was published in this reign ; and the entire Bible was 
first translated into English, 1539. He was a vain, despotic, and cmd 
monarch. 

Hooper, John, bom in Somersetshire, in 1495. In 1550 he was nominated 
by King Edward the Sixth to the Bishopric of Gloucester. Upon the 
accession of Mary he was examined as to his religious opinions, and these 
being found at variance with Poperv, he was condemned, and sufiered 
martyrdom at Gloucester on the 9th ifovember, 1555. 

Ignatius, St., was bom in the first century, and was appointed Bishop of 
Antioch, receiving his high commission from the Apostles themselves. He 
was a disciple of St John, and the friend of Polycarp. He was condemned 
to death by the Emperor Trajan, being tom by wild beasts in the Amphi- 
theatre at Rome, a.d. 107. His Epistles, few in number, are among th© 
most important relics of antiquity. 
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Iretusus, St, was bom at Smyrna, about a. d. 140. He was the friend of 
Polycarp. It is supposed that he suffered martyrdom under the persecution 
which was raised against the Christians by the Emperor Severus. 

James the First of England, and Sixth of Scotland, son of Lord Darnley 
and Mary Queen of Scots ; bom, A. d. 1566 ; crowned at Westminster, and 
reigned n^om 1603 to 1625. His reign is remarkable for the Gunpowder 
Plot ; the present translation of the Bible was made by forty-seven learned 
persons, and the Hampton Court Conference was called for the revisal of 
the Liturgy. James was a learned, but pedantic monarch; shrewd, but 
Tain. 

Jerome, St., bom at Striden, on the confines of Dalmatia, about A. d. 330. 
To the learning of this great man we are indebted for the version of the 
Holy Scriptures called the Vulgate, and many other eminent works. He 
died, A. D. 420. 

Josephus, a celebrated Je¥rish historian, bom in Jerasalem, a. d. 37, of a 
priestly family, and, having received a learned education, became first an 
Essene, and afterwards a Pharisee. He went to reside at Rome, and had 
access to the court of Nero. On his return, he was made Governor of 
Galilee. He spent his latter days in Bome, where he died, A. d. 93. He 
wrote the " Antiquities of the Jews ; " also seven books on the " Jewish 
War ; " and his own life. 

Juxon, William, born at Chichester, 1852, elevated to the see of London, 
in 1633. 

Bishop Juxon was in attendance upon King Charles the First at his exe- 
cution. At the Bestof ation he was appoint^ Archbishop of Canterbury'. 
He died on June ^th, 1663. 

Knox, John, bom at Gifford in the county of East Lothian, Scotland, 
A. D. 1505. He was appointed chaplain to young King Edward the Sixth, 
in 1552 ; but from his. dislike to the Liturgy, he steadily refused all prefer- 
ment in the Church. Upon the accession of Mary he fled to Geneva, and 
took an active part in the disputations which took place there, concerning 
the Liturgy. In 1559, he returned to Scotland, and died November 24th, 
1572. 

Latimer, Hugh, Dr, was bom at Thurcaster in Leicestershire, about 
A. D. 1480. While at the University he became a staunch reformer, 
preached before £ung Henry the £jghth, by whom he was appointed Bishop 
of Worcester, 1535. Bpon the passing of the Act of the Six Articles, 
rather than be guilty of duplicity, he gave up his preferment, July, 1539, 
and retired into the country, intending to lead a quiet life, and wait the 
issue of the divine dispensations. Having met with an accident, he 
repaired to London to obtain surgical assistance, and while there, he was 
apprehended and imprisoned in the Tower, where he laid for six years, in 
daily expectation of death. On the accession of Edward the Sixth, he was 
liberated, but owing to his age and increasing infirmities, declined the 
proffered restoration to his see. During the Marian persecution, he was 
again imprisoned, and finally suffered martyrdom with Bishop Ridley, at 
Oxford, October 16th, 1555. 

Land, William, Dr., bom at Reading, October 7th, 1673. He was 
appointed Dean of Gloucester, and President of St. John's College, Oxford ; 
and in 1621, was consecrated Bishop of St. David's. In 1633, ne was ele- 
vated to the Archbishopric of Canterbury. He set his face vigorously 
against all kinds of Puritanism ; and if ever there was a man who looked sim- 
ply to what he thought the good of the Church, without any consideration for 
himself, or for any one else, it was he. Stem and resolute in his determina- 
tions, he carried matters with a high hand ; and had he been a little more 
conciliating, probabl}- the Church would not have had occasion to deplore 
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the ruthless mnrder of this good and holy man. He lived and died for the 
Charch, being executed on the 10th Janoaiy, 1645. 

Martyr, Peter^ born at Florence, a. d. 1600. In 1547, he received and 
accepted an invitation to England ; and was made professor of divinity, at 
Oxford. He aided Cranmer in the revisal of the Liturgy ; but on the 
accession of Mary, he left England, and died at Zurich, 12th November, 
1562. 

Mary, daughter of Henry the Eighth, by Catherine of Arragon ; born, 
A. D. 1515 ; crowned, 1553 ; died, 1558. Her reign was disgraced by the 
persecution of the Protestants, and the great number of martyrs who 
suffered for the faith. 

Mary Queen of Scots, daughter of J^ames the Fifth, King of Scotland, 
bom, A. D. 1542 ; condemned to death by Elizabeth, and beheaded at 
Fotheringay Castle, Northamptonshire, 1587. 

May, Dean of St. Paul's Cathedral, London. He assisted in preparing the 
first Prayer Book of King Edward the Sixth, and in revising that of Eliza- 
beth's reign. 

Overall, Bishop, bom, A.D. 1559; consecrated Bishop of Lichfield and 
Coventry, in 1614; and in 1618 he was translated to Norwich, where he 
died, 1619. He was one of the translators of .the Bible, and the author of 
that part of the Church Catechism which explains the Sacraments. 

Parker, Matthew, Dr., bom at Norwich, a. d. 1504 ; elected Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Cambridge, 1545 ; consecrated Archbishop of Canter - 
bur}', 1559. He was one of the translators of the Bible, and assisted in the 
formation of the Liturgy ; was a zealous Reformer, aAd sincerely devoted to 
the Church. He died, 1575. 

Pii&inffton, James, Dr., bom at Rivington, in Lancashire, A. D. 1520 ; con- 
secrated Bishop of Durham, 1561 ; died, 1575. 

Polycarp, St., one of the Apostolical Fathers, and a martyr, was bom 
during the reign of Nero, and, as is generally supposed at Smyrna, in Asia 
Minor. He was a disciple of the Apostle St. John, by whom he was ap- 
pointed Bishop of Smyrna ; and it is also stated that he was acquainted with 
others of the Apostles. 

In the persecution imder Marcus Aurelius he suffered martyrdom at 
Smyrna, A. d. 167, in the 120th year of his age. 

Ridley, Nicholas, Dr., born in Northumberland, A.D. 1500, and during the 
reign of Edward the Sixth was consecrated Bishop, first of Rocherster, and 
then of London. During the Marian persecution, he was apprehended for 
entertaining Protestant opinions, and suffered martyrdom at Oxford with 
Bishop Latimer, October 16th, 1555. 

Rogers, John, Dr. The time and place of birth of this eminent divine and 
martyr are not mentioned, but he was educated at Cambridge. He was 
appointed prebendaiy of St. Paul's, by Bishop Ridley. When Mary made 
her triumphal entry into London, Rogers bad the courage to preach a sermon 
at St. Paul's Cross, on the following Sunday, exhorting the people to abide 
by the doctiine taught in King Edward's days, and to resist Popery in all its 
forms and superstitions. For this, he was apprehended, and suffered martyr- 
dom at Smithfield, 4th Febmary, 1555, being the first who suffered for the 
principles of the English Reformation. 

Sparrow, Bishop, bora at Depden, in Suffolk ; consecrated Bishop of Exeter 
in 1667, translated to Norwich in 1678, and died in 1685. He was the 
author of the well-known and much valued '* Rationale of the Book of 
Common Prayer." 

Stanhope, George, Dr., bom, A. D. 1660, at] Hertishoon, in Derbyshire ; 
appointed to the Deanery of Canterbury in 1703. He died, 1728. 

TertuUian, a presbyter, bom at Carthage, about A.i>. 146 or 16u ; converted 
to Christianity about 185 j married, 186 j admitted into the priesthood, 192 ; 
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and died, 220. His numerous works are valuable, as containing much 
information respecting the manners and conduct of the early Christians. 

WaU, WtOiam, Dr., bom, 1645 ; and for the long period of fift^-three 
years, discharged his duties as pastor of Shoreham, in Kent. His fame 
chiefly rests on his learned and great work on infant baptism. 

WkeaUeyt Charles, the author of the ** Illustration of the Book of Common 
Prayer," bom, 1686 ; died, 1742. 

Jviison, Thnmas, Dr., or as he is affectionately called Good Bishop Wilson, 
was bom at Burton, in Cheshire, a. d. 1663. In 1692, he was appointed 
tutor to Lord Strange, son of the Earl of Derby ; and in 1697, he was pre- 
sented by the Earl to the see of Sodor and Man. His works are exceedingly 
valuable and popular; and his primitive piety, exemplary life, and attach- 
ment to the Church, adorned the age in which 'he lived. He died, March 7lh, 
1755. 
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